Personal Bzplanation.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at ten minutes to nine o’clock,
p.m,, adjourned until Thureday, 8th August,
at half-past four o’clock, p.m.

Fegisintive Assembly,

Wednesday, 7ih August, 1895,

Peraonal Explanation— Trafic on Northem-Sou thern
Cross Railway — Construction of East Perth
Railway Station—The W.4. Timber Company's
Tramway and Land Resumptions—The W.A.
Dimber Company’'s Sawmills and Tramwcay—
Tucidental Erpenses (niscellaneous services} ;
Ercesse on 1894-95 Estimates, and veasons for
such— Proposed Redistribution of Parligmentary
Seats—dJustices  Appoirtment Bill: Messaye
Jrom the Leyislative Council—Appointment of
Joint Commnitiee re Mines Reyulation Bill:
Messuge from the Legislative Council—Fertilisers
and Feeding Stuffs Bill: in commiltee—Railway
ard Theatre Refreshnent Rooms Licensing Bill :
second reading—Arbitration Bifl : in committes
~Criminal Evidence fill : in committee—Ad-
Jourienent.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock p.m.
PRAYEHS.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mgr. RANDELL: T rise, Sir, to mnke a few
remarks hefore the businesa of the day is
commencerd. It is generally understood that
[ have sent in mny resignation of the position
of leader of the members sitting on this side
of the House, and it has been kindly accepted.
I take this opportunity of thanking hon. mem-
bers on both eides of the Heouse for the kindly
consideration I have received at their hands
during the period in which I have ncted in
that capacity. I underetand the hon. mem-
ber for Albany has heen clected to that
position, and he will now act as leader, I pre-
sume, of those members who sit cn this side of
the House.
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
should like to eay how much I regret that the
hon. member for Perth has thought it neces-
sary and advisable to resign the position of
leader of the Opposition. During the time he
has occupied the position, he has ouly carried
out his duties in the way in which
we knew he would carry them out.
The hon. member, as is well known in this
country, has served a long apprenticeship to
public affaira; and, when he was elected to
the position he has now vacated, we in this
House knew that, whatever he might lend
himeelf to, or iake part in, he would be
netunted by high and patriotic motives. I
can only express the regret of myself, and I
am sur? also of the members on this side of
the House, that he has thought it necessary to
vacate the position which he has occupied
with credit to himaself, and credit to the

country.

TRAFFIC ON NORTHAM-SOUTHERN
CROSS RAILWAY.

Me. MONGER, without notice, asked the
Commissioner of Reilways tn state when it
was intended to lay on the table the return
recently moved for hy the hou. member for
Yilgarn, showing the amount of trafic on the
Northam-Southern Cross Railway.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H, W. Venn) replied that he hsd seen
the return, which had taken some time in
preparation, on aceconnt of the great scope of
the requirements set forth in the motion of
the hon. member for Yilgarn. The return
would be laid on the table almost imme-
dintely.

CONSTRUCTION OF EAST PERTH
RAILWAY STATION.

Mr, JAMES, in accordance with notice,
asked the Director of Fublic Works when ten-
ders would be called for the erection of the
East Perth rnilway station.

Tue DIRECTOR OF FUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that tenders would
not be called, as the constrauction of the plat-
form was now in progresa.

W.A. TIMBER COMPANY’'S TRAMWAY AND
LAND RESUMPTION.

Mr. COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, nsked the Premier whether it was the
intention of the Government to relwrn to the
former owners the land resumed by the
Government for the parposes of the W.A,
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Timber Company’s tramway, situated between
the Busselton-Boyaoup Railway and the sea
coast,

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir [J. Forrest)) re-
plied that, should it "he finally decided that
the land referred to would nct be required for
the purposes for which it was resumed, the
Government would be glad to view favorably
the proposal to return the land to the former
owners.

THE W.A. TIMBER COMPANY'S SAWMILLS
AND TRAMWAY.

Mg, COOKWORTHY, in accordance wilh
notice, asked the Premier whether the Gov-
ernment intended to put in working order the
sawmills and tramway lately purchased from
the W. A. Timber Company.

Tue PREMIEX (Houn. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Government had this matter

under consideration, and intended to invite

offers from persons willing to work the saw-
mills on & long lease—eay for 21 years.

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.—MISCEL-
LANEOUS SERVICES.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with notice,
moved for a detailed return showing in what
manner, and for what purpose, the sum of
£3,000 voted by Parliament for the year ending
30th June, 1895 (under Miscellaneous Services,
sub-head 5, Incidentul Expenses) has been
expended, or any portion thereof. If the eaid
gum of £3,000 has been exceeded, the return
to show the smount of the excess, and the
services for which 6he woney has been e6x-
pended.

Question put and passed.

EXCESSES ON ESTIMATES 18945, AND
REASONS FOR SBUCH.

Ms. R. F. SHOLL, in accordance with
notice, moved for a raturn showing in detail
all excesses on votes embodied in the Esti-
mates (under the different sub-heads) for the
year ending 30th June, 1895, with the
departmental explanation for such excesses,
He said all he required was a reburn
showing the smount of the excessin the ex-
penditure under the different votes that had
been exceeded, with marginal notes giving the
departmental reasons for the excess in ench cuse.

'ee PRIEMIER. (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) replied
that he thorcughly understood the hon.
mewmber’s wants in this watter. The hon.
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member wanted, in fact, the Kxcess Bill to be
supplied in this return. All the particulars
ssked for in the motion would be given in the
Excess Bill when it could Le brought in. Some
of the information could be supplied at once
from the Treasury boovs. Me might point out
to hon. members that they received some
information at the present tims which mem-
bers did not receive last yeur—certainly not
on the estimates—numely, that the present
form of the printed Istimates showed the
expenditure for the year on every item,so that
hon. members would now be able to see atn
glance how much any item of expenditure
had been exceeded during the pnst year. The
present form of the Estimates showed not
only the amount of every vote, but the amount
expended under eanch vote during the past
financinl year, as well as the amount of the
vote proposed for the current year. There-
fore he must take exception to tke hon. mem-
ber’s statement that information on this point
wug not placed before the House. 'The form
of the printed Estimntes showed whether the
expendilnre under any voteof the past year had
been kept within the amount orexceeded ; also
whether any particulur item was underdrawn
or overdrawn, this being shown all through
the Estimates. This was inforivation very
valuable to hon. mewmbers, and,in fact, was all
they required in dealing with the items, be-
cange they could see exactly whether the votes
of Inst year had been exceeded or mot. ‘Lhe
informaticn which the hon. member had
moved for now would be of no use to the
House, so far as showing the rensuns why any
particular vote had been exceeded.  All the
information asked for in the hon. wmember’s
first motion would relate to those
sume which were voted in a lump,
to be exzpended by the Government as
might he found necessary, Still, he
(the Premier) saw no objection to supplying
to information which the hon. member now
nsked for, and the Treasury would endeavor
to obtain from the departments the reasona
for the excess in each case, and place them
before the House. So far as the Treasury was
concerned, the ‘nforma‘ion it possessed could
be readily supplied ; but, as to getting the
depmrtments to give their reasons for the
excess in each case, that must take some time
for muaking up this return, as it generally
took some time for the Treasury to get the
information when requiring it.

Mg, R P. SHOLL s=aid printed Estimuies



Redistribution of Seats.

did not show the reasons for the excess ' that busineass.

expenditure on the different items. Tnder the
Miscellaneows vote, for instance, a lump sum
wns given, but not the paxticulars.
Preater: That is the only instance.] However,
by getting this information supplied now, hon.
members would be able to deal with the excess
expenditure when considering the year's
Estimates, instead of having to waib till a
Iater period for the Excess Bill, which dealt
with excesaes thut, in some cuses, were
eighteen months or nearly two yeurs old,
The inforwntion asked for in this return
would do awuy with the absurdity of having
to consider excesses that were cighteen
menths old. He thanked the Prewier for
promising to try and supply the information,
Question pnt and pagsed.

PHROPOSED REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Me. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance with
notice, moved “ That the decision of the
tiovernwent in reference to the question of
redistribution of seats is uot satisfuctory to
this House; ond is not in harmoeny with the
expressed desire of the mining districts, nor is
it in acvord with the opinion of the majority
of the peuple of this colony.” Hesai.: Itis
to me a watter of regret that it should be
necessary for any hon. wembers to frume
molions in the wny in which this wotion is
framed, in order Lo induee the Government to
take those steps for the advancement of this
country that the people of the country demand.
I take it that the Government should lead
this House und also lead the couniry, and that
they should not wait to bhe spurred on by
public opinion from without, or by motions of
this House from within. To me it seems
that it is caleulated tc bring Parliament into
contempt when the Government can allow
motions snch ns have been moved in this
House during this session to come before the
House, und to treat thewn, if not with silence,
at least with a waunt of that cousideration
which is custumary in the case of motions of
this kind in Parliaments elsewhere,
Tue Premier: When did we do that ?
Mg, ILLINGWORTH: However, that is
a matter for the Government themselves to
settle. Itis not for me or h n. members in
this House to instruct the Government in the
way thew are to conduct the business of the
country in this House; but it is quite in order,
[ take i, for any hon. member to express hus
' opinion in this manner, as Lu the conduct of

[Tue .
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When I took the opportunity
of speaking in the debate on the Address-in-
Reply, I urged upon the Government and
upon this House the absolute necessity for
a redistribution of senls in the colony,
in order that there might be equitable repre-
sentution, and [ a6 that time placed before the
Housge certain figures which I conceived to be
sufficient to call the attention, and nrouse the
interest of the Ministry itself, of this House,
and of the whole country upon this matter. I
aliowed snwe considerable time to pass, when
1 again cadled the atfention of the Governwent
to the subjeet by asking in this House
whether it was the inteation of the Govern-
ment to take apy steps in this direction, nnd,
as will le seen by the printed Votes and
Progeedings, No. 10, on July 5th, I received an
answer from the Tressury bench, which is
therein recorded, that the Governnent did not
propose to deal with this question at present.
Now I want to Iny before the House, on this
question, a few facts, and to lany down, as a
busis of contention, & few wain principles. An
old-fashioned principle in politics—in modern
days, at lemst—is thut there should he no
taxation without representation. ‘t'hen, look-
ing at the taxation in this colony for the
last year, for the purpose of my srgument,
I find that for the last quarter of the year
we collected through the Customs—that

is direct taxation through the Customs,
exclugive ultogether of our trading comn-
cerns, such as the rnilways, post office,

land, etc.,—a sum of £550,740. Judging from
the prospect which lies before us, we may rea-
sonably expect that in the sncceeding yeur—
the year npon which we have entered-—ihe
taxutionthrough the Customs will rench notless
than £650,000 Now, supposing our population
rises during the year to 100,000, that will
mean that we are collecting from the people
of this colony, through the Custom-hounse
alone, a sum averaging £6 108 per head. Hon.
members must e aware of the fact that
this taxation, through the Customs-house
at wuny rate, is much pgreater per head
than in any other portion of Anstralia.
It is more than double the proportion that is
collected in most of the colonies. And the
question presents itsclf—if there is to be
proper representation upon the basis of popn.
lation, if the people who provide this money
and are tuxed at the rate of £6 105, per head
through the Customs alone, and who place in
vhe hands of the Goveramont of the day nbout



504 Redistribution of Scals.
£1,200,000 a year, without referring to loan
moneys—that the people should have some
voice in the expenditure of these moneys,
and that there should be something like
efuitable representatior in veferemce to
the members who sit in this House.
Taking, however, the real figures brought
to book, we have for the lust year ending
June 30th no less o sum than £513,508
received. The population ia less than 90,000,
bat, reckoning it at90,000,the nverage amount
collected wonld be over £5 10s, per head. This
is a very large amount of taxation to take
through the Custon-house, ye* the people are
subseribing this amount in direet taxation.
Then we find that the adult male population,
based npon the Registrav-General's return, is
semething like 38,000 in round numbers. 1
stated on a forwer occasion thab these 38,000
grown men—because I take it that we should
look at the question of representation from
the point of view of the number of udult
males there are in the colomy—therefore
taking the populution on the goldfields, I am
satisfied that I am not exceeding the figures
in saying 20,000 out of the 38,000 male adults
are upon our goldfields. I repeat what I suid
Ja the Address-in-Reply, that the blinistry
itself represents in this House 552 electors,
and thut eleven wembers, or one-third of this
House, sit for 887 electors. But I want tu
add, as another poiut, that the hon. memler
for West Perth sits for 1,859 electors.

Tue Peenies: How many do you sit for?

Me. IRLINGWORTH: It is not a question
of the number I sit for — that is the
trouble—but a question of what number
I ought to sit for—men who ought to have
votes, and who wounld have votes if there were
a proper system of wmaking up the electoral
roll. 1am prepaved to test the question in my
constituency against the Hon. the Premier, at
any rate. Surely 11 members of this House,
sitting for 887 voters, the Ministry sitting for
652 vobers, und the hon. member for West
Perth sitting for 1859 vobers—surely thers is
nothing like fair representation here! 7There
are 17 members in this House—a majority of
the whole—who sit for 3,519 wvoters. If we
look at the southern portion of the colony, we
have nine members for the south—all good men
and true, and the Premier at the head of
them—who sit for 2,944 voters. Before I pasa
from these figures, I usk the House Lo
consider the fuct thut the wvoters in the

south practicaily represcnt the voting power. « On
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They are not pérsons who come and go, and
most: of them sreon the roll. A largeproportion
of those adult males in the south are on the
roll, and consequently they have the opporiun-
ity of voting. Comparing these with Perth
city—which has 947 on the roll, Eaat FPerth
1196, and West Perth 1859, making a total of
3002 voters, who hava three members—we find
that in the south 2,944 voters have nine repre-
gentatives. Now iy desire is not to reduce
the representation of the north; but I desire
to increase the membership of thia House in
order that there may be fair represcatation of
other parts of the colony. I waut alsotostale
before T go further, that the que:tion of alter-
ing the Constitution must not be allowed to
enter into this matter, because this country is
pow beginning to assume o new life, and
a8 the changes continue, and districts become
settlad, it will be necessary to make frequent
alterationsin the Conatitutionin tzisparticular.
If 20,000 people settle in the north or in any
other part of the colony, it is but ressonable
that they shall have fair representation, and
if it be necessary to alter the Comstitution, it
will be quite in order to do so. 1shall only be
too glad of the opportunity to alter the Con-
stitution in this respect, every year, because if
the influx of population and increase of settle-
ment be such as to justify such a course of
nction, it will show that we are progressing.
Now we come to Fremantle and we find that
there are 511 votes in Centrul Fremantle, 799
in North Fremantle, and 927 in South Fre.
wmantle, making o total of 2,237 voters, who
have three members, while the southern por-
tion of the colony, with 2944 wvoters,
is represented by nine mnembera. If it comes to
aquestion of ures, I should say that the whole
area of the south is not greater thun the area
of the distiict which I represent. If it should
bea question of wealth, [ question whether
the south is very much more wealthy that the
north, .

Tue PeemieR: The weglth is undergroun
in the north.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Yes, and so is most
of the wealth of the south, and it will take a
great deal more money to acquire it, than it
will to get it out of the Murchison. [ ask the
House fo notice another phase of thig question.
The Census Returns show that in 1891 there
were 18,350 adult wales in the colony. At
that time two-thirds, or 13,000 of these, wera
located in the south and south west,
March 31, 1893, it was estimate
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that there were 38,000 adult males in the
colony. ‘l'his shows an increase of 20,000 in
four yewrs. Now, wkere are these 20,000 ?

MpR. FoRREST : A good many are in Perth
and Fremantle.

Me, ILLINGWORTH : A good many who
were there are now on the goldfields, and morve
men have gone there than have remained in
those centires.

Me. Forrest : Oh no !

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The hon. member
will have an opportunity of reluting these facts
at the proper time. Suppese we add to the
18,350 adult males alrendy gebtled in 1891, o
naturel increase of one-third, which wuuald he
6,113. This would make 24,4063 for the whole
colony exclusive of the goldfields, 'eaving
the fields with, at the very lowest estimate,
a population of -3,589.

Mg. Mosan : There are 13,000 on the Yil-
garn field alone.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: The hon. wember
for Yilgarn knows we can afford to be liberal
in this watter. When I eay Lhere nre 13,530
able-bodied men on the goldfields, I aw, at
leust, 5,000 below the mark; but I um pre-
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pured to urgue this guestion on the basis that !

the goldfields have only o population of 13,530,
Assuining that those figures are correct, I ask
—How are those 13,5639 able-bodied men repre-
sented 7

Mz, Fourest: They are represented by the
whole of the House.

Mg, LLLINGWORTEI: That is a left-
handed way of arguing. According to that,
hon. members who sit for the goldfields, repre-
sent Perth ag well. Iam surprired to hearthe
hon. member use such an argument. In the
present House three goldfields’ members sit for
1,162, or one for every 346 on the roll; seven
northern meml ers sit for 363, or one for every
50 on the roll; seven centrul members sit for
1,800, or cne for every 240 on the roll; und
sixtecn sonbth and south-west members sit for
8,466, ur one for every 528 Thus, it will be
seen that seven northern members represent
365 persons who were on the roll at the time
of their election ; seven central members re-
present 2,800 ; 16 southern members represent
8,466, and the goldfields’ members represent
1,162 voters, when the oumber should really
be 13,539,

Me. Foreest: That is not fair,
get on the roll.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : If they were ou the
rull we would not bave te discuss the question.

They can -
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Now, if the goldfields had 16 members, their
representation would then only Le equal to
that of the present representation of the South
and south-west, ot the rate of one member for
every 845 votera.

Tux PrEMier : You are under-rating the
south and over-rating ihe north. There are
hundreds of people who are not on the roll.

Mg, ILLINGWONRTH: I mn now guoting
the male population of the colony, and that is
the basis upon which I am proceeding. Sup-
posing these 13,539 wen on the fields had
their representatives nt the rate of one mem-
ber for every 100 men, which the north has,
they sould have 135 members; if they bad
one for every 400, which the central districts
huve, they would huve 33 members ;and if they
hud one for every 845, which the south and
south-west bhave, they would have 16 mem-
bers.

Mz. ForresT : Mr. Speaker, is the hon.
member in order in leading the House to
believe that people who wre not om the roll
should have further representation.

Tae SPEAKER : The hon. member is in
order,

Mx. ForresT : He is not stating facts.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : I do not think the
hon, mewber for West KimUerley can educate
me in Purliamentary procedure.

My GeoreE : I should like to know, Sir, if
the bon. member for West Kimberley ia in
order in stating that the hon. wember for
Nannine is not atulivg fucts.

‘Tae SPLEAKBR: Iwasaskedif the hon. mem-
ber fir Naunine was in order,and I have stated
that he was.

Me, ILLINGWORTH : Supposing we fix the
basis of represenisiion at one member for
1,000 mules, the goldficlds would want 13
members ; if it were fixed at one for every
L4300 they would he contitled to %, and if at
one fur every 2,000, they shonld have seven re-
presentatives in this House.

Mgk. Forpesr: They are not on the roll.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The hon. member
conuut appreciate an arganment when he hears
one. Lt is not my fault if he hus not studied
logic. Keverting to wmy first argnment now,
Bir, that the true and equitabls basis of repre-
sentation is the basis of taxation, I contend
that the 13,000, 15,000, or 20,000 persons as
the case may be, who pay, say £5 per head
throngh the Customs, are therefore contribut-

. ing £100,u00 in revenue through this channel
. alone,
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Mg. Moran: They pay more.
Mr. ILLINGWORTH : We can afford to be

libernl. In addition to this £100,000 they pay
for miners’ rights and for other privileges, and
Tagkif theveis anything likefair representation
when cnly three members can sit? 'I'here isa
ne wspaper which takes every opportunity to
support this Government, nnd a recent article
therein claimed that there should be five
members for the Murchison apon the fellowing
basis :—“Nannine, Star of the Eaat, Peake Hill,
Horsezhoe, Lawler’s and Doyles, 950 electors,
on¢ member; Cue, Cuddingwarra wnd Day
Dawn, 2,000 electors, two mewbers; ‘The
Islund, Mainland and Mt. Magnet, 1,000
electors, one member; nud Yalgoo, Melvilleand
other adjacent districts, 800 elactors, one
mewmber.”  Surely the first lot of 450 is as
much entitled toone member, as Perth is with
its 047 electors. Then aguin, taking Perth
ag a standwnrd, the 2,000 electors of Cue
and . neighbourhood are entitled to two
members, and the other two districts mentioned
ghould have one each. That will give the
Murchison five members.

Mx. Forezst : Too much,

Mz, ILLINGWORTH: f course it would
be too much for the hon. member.

Me, Yoreesy : I said five were too much for
the Murchison.

Mg ILLIYGWORTH: I am sntisfed that
the Nannine district has one member too
many for this Ministry, and they will find i
out before long. Now supposing these figures
be reduced by one half, or by a little niore
than one half, we should then he entitled to
three members, and I am sure if that
contention uwpplies to the  Murchison
district it also applies to the Yilgarn
digtrict, and comsequently, in advocat-
ing this reform, I am not applying a parochial
idea to the questivn ; but as this country ad-
vances. the people who are taxed must bave
fair representation, olherwise very serious
results must necessarily follow. At the least
5,000 voters have sent to this House a clear
majority, who are spending the whole of the
taxation of the peop'e ; and I do ask the House
to consider whether itis a fair, righteous and
equitable distribution, whether it is in har-
mony with the great principle of democrutic
Government which 13, there should be no taxa-
tion without representution, that there should
be out of 38,000 able-hodied men in this colony,
less than 5,000 voters represented by a mujor-
ity of the House who can spend the whole of
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the taxation, besides loan money, and load the
country with loans which future generations
will have to pay.

AN Hox. MemBER: It is for the benefit of
the goldfields.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : T admit that; but
if you allow the railways on the go'dfields to
have their fair share, and if you lay aside the
revenua derived from the goldfields, the rail-
ways will not cost much. It every shilling
spent upon the fields is debited ngainst them,
and every shilling obtained therefrum is
credited to them, it will be found that they
witl have a credit balance.

Mg. ForkesT: Let themn wait awhile.

Me. ILLINGWQRTH : Yes, long enough to
suit the hon, member for West Kimberley.

Mg, ForresT: It is coming.

Mgr. ILLINGWORIH: We kuow it is;
you cannot stop it. and if this discussion is
carried on in a straightforward wmanner, as [
expect it will be, it will provide u stepping
stone towards the settlement of this question
uponr an equitable nasis. T do not ask that
there should be anything like the representa-
tion which the figures [ have quoted would
dewand ; but [ do usk thut there shull be such
a redistribution of seats as sball give some-
thing like equitable representation, not only
to the goldfields, but to other centres. I
believe FPerth and Yremuntle are equitably
entitled to further representation; and I
think that in all fairness we should,
if we accept the |Dhasis of argument
used in latter day  politics, that
there shall be no taxution without representa-
tion, give those who are toiling and laboring
to bring thie colony to the high position which
it is destined to take, and are paying heavy
tuxation, the right to voie-and send repra.
sentutives to this Houvse. Is it fairor just, or
within the range of what is called British faie-
play, that such a state of things should exist
as they do at present? 'They are worse than
those which existed in Great Briinin before the
passing of +he Reform Bill, and hers, in the 19th
century, we have gone back to those conditions.
I sincerely ask hon. members to face this
question and give justice to all peopls, whether
they are on the goldfelds or anywhere else.

Mg. WOOD: Honorable wmembers of this
House, Mr. Speaker, do not appear disposed to
tackle the question submitted by the hon.
member for Nannine. I must confess at the
outset thas the hon. member has placed this
matter before the House iu a very able



Redistribubion of Seats.

wanner, and he has dealt most fully with the |
subject. T think he deserves s grest deal of !
credit for the way he has got up the figures
to support his arguments. Whether those
figures are corrvect or not I do not pretend to
say, but I fancy there wust be a good deal of
guesswork about them, and they can only be
approximate. At the same time, I sny he has
placed this subject before us in a very able
way indeed. To my mind there is & good deal
in what he says ms to the representation of
the goldfields in this House, but I have risen, i
Mr. Speaker, to sny that, despite thie fact, Lin- |
tend to vote againgt the motion, and I will do
that simply becanse I do not believe that the
time has yet arrived when a redistribution of
seats is necessury.

Me. Moran: When is the time?

Mg. SVOUD: 'The hon. member for Yilearn
is always in oo great a hurry. I say that the
time bas not arrived, in wy opinion, when we
should grant these further concessions to the I
goldfields. There can be no doubt that the
hon. member for Navnine is only fulfilling his
duty to the constitnency he represents, when
he seeks to secure for it additional representa-
tion in this House. So fur as those to be
benefited are concerned, the hcu. member tor
Nannine speaks as though they ~nne here and -
discovered the gold. As a matte: f fact, had
the gold mot olready been discovered, we !
should never bave seen them. They only
epme here when the nther colonies were played
out, and they were 1u search of occupation. [T
the goldfields faiied “tere these people wonld
leave us just as quickly as-they came. Some |
will never be here to vote.

Mg. [LLiNgworTH : You will not let them
vote. I have no vote myself, aimply because
I have moved out of one electoral district into
another.

M. WOOD : As far ns the question of time
is concerned, I think the proper timne when we
should discuss the redistribution of seata
will betowards the end of the next session, anda .
motion of this sort,if submitted then, will have °
my suppert. To carry this resolution now
means a general election, and none of the
members in the House want that. It is only
last year that we had one, snd 1 do not want
apother just yet, not that I have any fear of
my own constituents, for the reason that when
I do not give them satisfaction I suppose I
shall be able to gracefully tuke a back seat.
If this motion is snbmitted during the next
session, or prior to a general election, I will
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support it. I have every sympathy for the
hon. memberafor Nannine and Yilgarn, for they
have been forced into this resolution by pres-
sure on the part of their conatituents. ‘I'hey
must be worried out of their lives by the pres-
sure exercieed, and every day wust be one of
misery forthem. Althoughthe hon.'member for
Nanoine sits in opposition to me in this House,
[ hope his present action will be fully justified
by the electore he is seeking to assist. [ have
only spoken at this stage because other hon.
members seemed to be disinclined to tackle
the subjoct. [ cannot support the motion at
the present tiwe. but [ will do so ata later
stage of this Parliament. [ believe, myself,
that the electorate of West Perth is entitled to
groater representation, hut the great demand
for these reforms has only sprung up since
Inat year, There has been a wonderful develop.
ment and great ckanges, and, while I agree
with the hon. member for Nannine that we
should keep pace with those changes, I do not
believe the present is an opportunc time to
carry out a scheme for the redistribution of
seats,

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest): I
regret very much that the hon. member

. for Naunine has thought fit to bring this

motion forward, for the reaso: thul
he kopows very well, and 1o one better
than he, that he cannot possibly expect
to corry it. It is possible that what the hon,
member for Wust Perbh said is true, and that
was that the reagon for the motion is toenable
the hon.member for Nannine to kecp pace with
the feelings and wishes of his constitrents.
Possibly they ave constantly worrying him.
Persenally 1 do not think so. [ do not believe
that people whe are engaged in the eager
search for gold have any thought of their votes
at all. 'I'heyare too busy in lookinyg after their
mining interests. You always find that when
people getcrowded together there ure anunwmber
of thew who think thry should have much
more than they have got, and now they want
greater representation. Now, Sir, this question

 wa: first raised by the hon. member for Naa-
. nine when he asked me on July 9th * Whether

“it was the inteation of the Government te
“bring in a Bill to amend the Constitution
“ Act by providing for such a redistribution
“of seats as would give more equitable
“representation  in  this House 10 the
“moldfields and other centres of population,”
I do not think my reply, on that occasion, waas
at all indefinite, when I said that the Govern-
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ment did not propose to deal with this ques-
tion at present. The hon. member states that
after this reply be has given the Government
reasonable time before he has brought the aub-
ject forward again. That question was on
July 9th, and this is August 7th. I do not
know what the hon. member does call reason-
able time. He knows perfectly well thatthe Go-
vernment has not, and never had, any intention
of dealing with this subject at the present time.
If we hnd had any such intention he kmows
full well that it would have been so stated in
the Speech of the Acting-Governor. However,
in the face ol this he now comes forward and
moves what is tantamount to a motien of want
of confidence in the Ministcy.  He knows the
meaning of his words, and that thay can only

bear this interpretation.

Mr. InriNgworTH: I never said they
did not. I say it is a want of confidence
motion.

Tee PREMIER: AndIsuppose you expect
to carry it,

Mgz. Itrangwortn : I do not.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Of

conrse the hon. member has no idea of
carrying this resolution. He never expected
that it could he carried. His only desire is to
keep himself well before the public und the
couniry, and his constituents in particular.
It seems to me that the hon. mewber for
Nannine, potwithstanding his protests, 1is
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Only about one hundred electors returned the
hon. member. T was returned by three times
that number, because I had no oppesition. -
I wag supported by every elector in my con-
atituency, Every member who sits on the
front Ministerial Bench can say the same thing.
They were all slected without opposition.
The same thing applies to other hon. members
of thie House who sit on thisside, and the hon.
member for Nannine has therefore nothing to
boast about in his paltry hundred. 1 desire to
say this, and I speak this way, because I am
perfectly tired of the class of argument the
hoa. member ia continually bringing forward.
He is too fond of saying there are so many
people in one part of the colony and so many
moreinanother, while L doubt not, if he does get
what he wants, the voters will cast their votes
for him. There is another thing I want to
say and that ia that I am much amused at the
conceit he shows. I do not wish to use the
word offensively, but it does amuse me to see
Lhe conceit he displays. Whenever you cross
him in an argument, or disagre: with him in
anything, he ia very fond of offering to go

. before the electors with whoever differs from

him. Well, Sir, I mayaay at once that Lhavenot
the slightest intention of going up to Nannine,
but T will say that, if he comeste Bunbury,
while T will not guarantee to heat him, I will
promise him a warm ran. The uotion pre-

. sented by the hon, member is altogether

sometimes desirous of keeping himself well '

before the public and his constitugnts, ne
matter what injury he way do, or how much
he may hamper the Government. So long as he
can oppose and place obstacles in the way of
the Government he appears to by pleased.

My, InrivewomnTH: That is what I am
here for. 1 was returned to oppose the
Forrest Government.

Tre PREMIER (Hos. Sir J. Forrest): I do
not think that is so. T am snre the hundred
people who elected the hon. mewber had no
such desire when they returned bim to this
House. The hon. member has produced some
very elaborate figures here to-night, and he
is always ready to twit other hon. members
with only representing a small namber of
electors, Lut he should not Forget that he
only represents one hundred electors, and [
do not believe that all of these voted for him
ut the last elegtion.

Mg, [LuiveworTu: They did; and abt any
rate T wns elected by were Lthan you were.

THe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

inopportune. It is only a year age since the
hon. member himself and the representatives
of Yilgnrn and the Pilbarra fields were clected.
It is only & year since the change of Com-.
gtitution, andsince the privileges now enjoyed,
and upon which the hon. members were
elected, were assented to by this very House
without a dissentent voice. These privileges
were brought forward by this very Govern-
ment. They were granted by the Hounse most
cheerfully. The hon. member saya that ha
would change the Constitution every year.
For my part I say that the less we tinker with
our Constitution Act the better it will be. It
is only a year ago since three menfbers were
given to the goldfields, and they already want
more. Tosay that the House is not in sym-
pathy with the people who are on the goldfields,
simply because it will not pass this motion, is
ndiculons. I am quite as much in sympathy
with them as the hon. members who repre-
gent them. There ishardly asingle person in
thia House who is not most anxious to see our
great goldfields fully developed. Very few
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of them are not materially mterested in their
progress, and not a single member would
dream of expressing a wish te interfere in any
way. Why should he change the Constitation
at this stage ¥ The firat elections under it were
only a year aygu, and the hon. member is press.
ing on a motion of want of confidence, for the
siwple reason that wedo not see our way clear
to smend it this year also. What is the reason
for this® Can anyone say that the goldfields
have been neglected in any way whatever? I
deny any such thing. We are dning our very
best to nssist them in every way, and we are
doing it cheerfuily. The House is giving
ua its cheerful assent as well. Wa recognise
that our goldfields are important, that they
are ours, and that it is our duty and our
privilege to develop what is our own property.
I cannot sep any reason why the hon. wember
for Nonnine should bring this forward in the
shape of & want of confidence motion, more
particnlarly when it is recollccted that we
gave his electors the very votes Ly which they
reburned him to this House. No one is more
willing {0 extend the priviloges enjoyed by
electors at present than I sw, but the present
is mot an opportune time to deal with the
question. There is no reason whatever st the
present moment for the change in the Con-
stitution Act that it is proposed should be
mide. 'The hon, member who introduced this
motion has presented us witha lot of figurea,
and ke has followed a good plan of arriving at
his own resalts. So far as his figurea for
the sounthern districts nre concecrned, how-
ever, [ do mot believe hizs figures
are  reliable, I question his statement,
for I know there must be huodreds entitled to
vote who are not on the rvlls.

Mg, IvuingworTH : My figures are not as
to the number on the roll, but are based on
the populution of the district.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat): That
may be g0, but T know as & watter of fact that
there are a great number of persons in the
settled portions of this colony who are not on
the rolls. The hon. member wus very carefal
not to state that fact.  Those who have no
votes are those who have been no time in the
colony. It is no uae to say that the time
required is too long. The period fixed—12
months’ residence—is based on the Electornl
Act of the colony from which the people, and
the hon. member himself, bave coms. Is it to
be said that this period i unreasonable? It
must be recollected that the agitation against
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the present Constitution coies from the newly
settled portions of the colony. Thia is &
moving population, and many of the people
in these districts have only been in the colony
a very short time, 1t is quite posaible that
notwithstanding this they want the franchise
at once, and with it all the powers and privi-
leges the more settled portions of the colony
have a right to. Whenever the hon, member
for Nannine refera tu the people of the south-
ern districts he does so with & sneer. He pre-
tends to regard them as different from other
people, but they are the people who have been
gsettled in the colony for years, and who have
their interests here, and they are the people
who are certainly more enticled to & veoice in
the affaira of the country than are the people
who have just come here. Our Constitu-
tion Actprevides for twelve monthy’ residence,
nnd I, for one, do not think it is too long. I
do not helieve that people come to this country
for the purpose of voting, I'bey come here to
make a fortune, and if they take my advice
they will apply themselves in that direction
instead of vnmning after the Ffranchise
or gotting on the roll. Persoually I
want to see every man on the roll, but I do
not think the provision of twelve months’ resi-
dence in the colony and six menths in the
electoral district isa bit too long. The Electoral
Act we propose to introduce will make the
methods of voting much easier. Tt will sim-
plify the menns of getting on the roll, and will
do away with dificulties and obstacles which
are guite unintentional in the present Act.
‘Fhere is no desire on our part not to keep pace
with the times, but to keep tinkering with the
Constitution Act year by year would not only he
foolish, but excecdingly mischieviouws as well,
The motion by the hon. memher for Nannine
is not presented with the idea thut it will
be carried. He admits that himself. It is
only an electioneering dodge, 0 that he can
go to his comstituents and say, "I asked a
question of the Premier and I received this
reply. I moved o motion, and the House
wounld mot agree with wme. Not ome of
the members of that House iz any
good. I am the only good man there.”
I disagree with this sort of wmotions, and I
believe the tiwe 18 rapidly approaching when
hon. members of this House will refuse to put
up with them. ‘The hon. member knows per.
fectly well that the Government have already
stated that they do not intend to do anything
with this question this session.
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Mr. InvinawoRTH: You said that about
the Education Question, but you did do some-
thing.

Tue PREMIER Hon Sir J. Forrest) : That
was only done at the desire of the House,
There ia no desire on the paft of hon. mem-
bers that we should deal with this question.
The hon. wember for Nunn.ne tells us that he
was sent here to annoy and obstruet the
Government of this ¢colony as much as poss Lle.
I£ this is his duty to his consbituents then heis
carrying out his duty wost thoroughly.

Me. MORAN: Mr, Speaker, I think the
Premier was rather unjust in his references to
the hon. member for Naunine and the motives
of that gentlew:n in beinging this matter
forward. I am not geiug into the elaborate
heroics auticipated of me by the hon. wember
for West Perth. [ do not think that any one
can accuse me of trying to thwart the Govern-
ment in any way, but this motion ia the
unanimous wish of the large constituency I
represent. If the hon. member for Nannine it
guiity of any offence for doing his duty to his
constitueats, then I must be considered equally
guilty, This mutter hus been forced upon we
by all seclions of my constituents, and by the
representatives of all bodies, corporate or
otherwise, existing on the field. [ am awara
that nuwerous petitions have been forwarded
to the Premier praying for a rvedistvibu-
tion of seats, and with not ome of these
pelitions have I had anything to do. 'I'he
people who are on the goldfields have a
right to Parlinmentary representation, for
the reason that they huve expended an
enorinous amount of capitul there, they have
settled there, and the population generally ia
of a permanent class. The time will soon
arrive when theae people should he granted
the franchise. I do mot think that the hon.
member for Nunnine wunts a dissolution of this
House. | would not support him in that, for
the simple renson that it would interfers too
grently with the progress of the public workas
policy now being carried omt, but when this
hus been completed, say in about six months’
time, this redistribution of seate must take
place. I would have liked to hear the Premier
asgure the House that the question would be
dealt with at eome time, even if it was twelve
months. Any nssurance of that sort,
I an sure, would be regarded as satisfactory.
The hon. member who introduced this sub-
ject quoted a number of figures showing what
the representation of  the goldfields should
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be, but if the basis of calculation was carried
out there would be more than erough mem-
bers from Yilgarn alone to fill this chamber.
It will be seen that such an arrangement
would be untenable, but I apprebend that
when an hon. member is addressing a House
he knows to be unfavorable to his proposition,
he must make the best use of his figures.
For my own part, [ propose to take a medium
coursg, aud that is to say that we should have
four members for Yilgarn, and that there
shonld be two for Nanuine. At the presemt
time there are four goldfielda in my electorate,
four Wardens, and four mining courts, I
believe there should also be four representa-
tives in Parliament. That would give the
goldfields eight members altogether, and no

one cun say that is too much. It
has been suggested that the people of
the goldfields are opposed to the

Forrest Ministry, but that I altogether
deny. I kmow that when I wau elected the
people rather favored the Ministry, and that
feeling has rather increased than decrensed
since then. The people of the goldfields re-
cogrise and apprecinte the splendid work
done in their interests by the Forrest Ministry
in devoloping the fields, and in giving them
public works, railways, and postal facilities. I
belisve that if the extension of the franchise
was granted now, and there wns a general
election to-morrow, a majority of membera
returned from the goldfields would give aninde-
pendentaupportto the Forrest Government, For
myself I have always given the Government an
independent support. I entered the House
to follow certair principles, and from these I
have never deviated. When I was elected I
promsed that I would do my utmost to securs
increaged representation to my constituents,
and in that promise I have never wavered
The member for West Kimberley takes up the
position that every member in this House
represents every constitmency, bub that argu-
inent is untenable, and is not in accord with
British ideus. It goes too far back to ancient
customs, and simply means that we do not
want any members at all, but that everything
should be done according to the aweet will of
the Executive. That will never answer in
these days. Peraonally, I quite agree with the
suggestion that the goldfields belong to the
country, and that it is to the Government of
the country we owe their development. I
would not be oune to suggest that the shipping
should be inken by Esperance Bay, and the
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trade given toother colonies, which should be
done with Perth. I think that, in common
justice, the people of the goldfielda should
give every possible return they can for all that
has been dome io ndvance their interests.
As I said before, I do not believe the hon.
member for Nanning iz moved by any other
motive in bringing this motion forward than
to secure an expression of opinion from the
Government, and the hon. members of thia
House, pa to what is their intention for the
future. The hon. memwber, I an sarve, only
wishes to zee the Electoral Act cnrried out,
without in any way interfering with the trude
of the colony. He is nnxious that in the
future, and certainly hefore the next general
elections, the four goldfields within the
Yilgnrn electorate should be declared separate
electorates ; and that one or two more shounld
be declured in the Nannine district. I
believe those are the intentions of the
hon. member, and therefore I support him.
I suppose the motion will meet with a
numerical defeat, but [ expect it will be a
moral victory. T thick the Government must
see that a very large number of hon. membera
ave in favor of the principle for which we are
now contending. I will not go nfo figures,
beeause hon. members know them as well as
we do, but I will say that I think the hon.
member for Nannine was below the mark in
speaking of wy district a8 having a population
of 13,000. It is only just that this qoestion
should be considered, and the feeling in the
country upon the matter set at rest, I hope
the Governmeut will see the request to he
reasonable, and that they will say they will
congider it at a convenient time, and that at no
very distunt date.

Me. JAMES: I think 1t impossible to treat
the motion of the hon. member for Nannine in
any other way than as one that asks for an
expregsion of opinien from the House. The
hon. member himself is far too cute not to see
the difficulty of the pusition. He is acking ua
to give certain powers and pivileges to
persons that are not yet uscertuined, so farus
the goldfields are concerved. 1 do not think
be should ask this House to pledge itself
to give incrensed representation to the gold-
fields. We only give increased representation
to voters, and, until we ascertain the number
of vobers, it is impossible to tcll what increased
representation should be given to the gold-
fields. Treating it as a motior usking for an
expression of opinion, as o whether the gold-
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fields should have more representation, I
say at once I think they are entitled to it,
and will be. [ say they will be because I do
not thiek the hon. member for Nannine wishes
to change the Constitubion Actut once. It is
well to have an expression of opinion on this
question, hecnuse it will set; at rest & good deal
of agitation. I am in favor of leaving the
details to be set at rest whea the rolls ave
made up. Treating the motion in thut light,
I give it my heurty support.

Mgr. RANDELL: Idesire to address myself
to this guestion somewhat cavefully, and [
muy at once express my regret that the
hon., member has put his mobien in the
form he has. I do not chink he has
supported his motion by the argnments he
bns used, for they apply more to
increased rvepresentation for the goldfields
than to a. redistribution of seats. I take it
that the districts have been mapped out in n
very efficient way, and with very great advun.
tage to the colony at lnege. I should not like
to sce o redistribution of seats, at any rate,
not withont very careful consideration of the
question. I do not think we could fo'low the
principle that is laid down, und acted upon, in
more populous countries thas on our own, viz,
representation according to taxation. The
cirenmstances of thia colony are altogether
different to those where that principle
prevails. This colony is bat sparsely
populated, and we must recognise the
vast variety of interests there are to be
considered within the colony ; and those wast
intereasts must be vepresented. IF we
recognise that prineciple, it at onee meeta
the argumentfor havipg representationaccord-
ing to the nmnber of the population. It would
he impossible to group the whole coleny into
groups where we could heve an eyunl number
of voters for every member, and if it were pos-
sible I do not think it would le desivable. I
believe it is the genernl feeling of the country
that the whole of the interests of the colony
should be represented. It necessarily follows
we must have some members elected by few
voters when compared with others. ‘I'hose
are the general prinviples that huve gnided me
in approaching thia subject, apa~t altogether
from the question asto whether it is desivable
or not to alter the Constitution Actand have
a general election. I feel sure nearly every
member would deprecate that at the present
time. The hon. member hag intimated that, by
the rate of progress we are now making, it will
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reguire a reconsideration of this matter every
year. Ido not think we shall come to annual
elections very soon, 1 consider we have
struck o happy medium in fixing the elections
for every fourth year. 1 comsider that is
sufficiently often. [ should not care to have
to go betore a constituency every year seeking
election. I do not think there is any desire
on the part of any member of this Honse to
do an injustice to the goldfields. Those fields
and their interesis have been in all our minds,
necessarily 5o by the extension that hes taken
place. s to the future I believe there will be
such further exiension and development as few
are aware of. We 2ll hope, and many of us
believe that i1 the course of a few years the
colony will occupy an important position,
almost entirely owing to the goldficlds and
the mining interests carrind on within our
borders. While I say this, I wish nlso to say
[ do not think the time has coms when we
should seriously consider the enlargivg of this
House by additional members. T do think
that two additional members should, at the
earliest rensonable opportu.ity, be given to
the Coolgardie goldfields, and onc more to the
Murchisen,

An Hon. Meueer: What shout Pilbarra ?

. Me. RANDELL: I think it is well repre-
sented already. That is, at any vate, low it
has formed itself in 1y miud, as I have
considered this mnatter. [ think that course
would fairly and equitably meet the opiniong
of: the two parlics vpon this question. 1
think furtker that two additional members
should e given to Perth. West Perth ought
to be divided into two parts, not because it is
most important, but beenuse it 13 extending
en rapidly, and one more wmember might be
given to Fremantle, with some slight altera-
tion with respect to boundaries. I think by
snch means we should be foilowing out the
principles we have adopted, namely, that the
agricultural, the pastoral, the mercantile, and

the mining interests shali all have fair repre-

sentation. There iz n very large populaiion
gathered on the goldfields, and I think they
have some causc for complaint that they have
only one representative in this House. There
is a gencral feeling, I believe, that they ought
to have more. Nothing, however, that I have
heard, or read, has led me to bhelieve there
is any great fecling of dissatisfuction, either
with the Ministry, or with this House, as to
the way they have been deait with. [ think
that within this House there is a desire to do
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the fullest justice to the goldfields, brcanse, as
it has heen well said, in caring for them we
are caring for the iuterests of the colony. I
do not think I necd say uny more, thongh I
thought it well to express my opinmion about
the increase of wembers in this Honse. [ nm
opposed to a redisiribution of reats at the
present time, but { am fo favor of enlarging
the representation of the more populous parts
of the colong.

Me. MARMION: I think the hon. member
wino movad this resolution would probably

. have obtained a greater amouat of euap-

port hed he been  wmore moderate in
the tone of his resolation. ‘There is no
doubt abouat it, the hon, mewmhber’s resolution
excites the sympathy of the majonty of hon.
m ‘mbers, indeed, [ think the whole of the
ntetrbers of this Assembly. 'Phere i about
the rexolution, however, u certnin amount of
hostility to the Clovernment that has no
douht prevented it from ohtaining such an
expression of sympathy as would othaewise
have been given. I think the guneral feel-
ing of every hon. membher who has con-
sidered the subject i3, that the time
must soon arrive when there must be n
redistribution of seats, if I may use the com-
mon phrase for expressing this matter. Imay
any I consider that one reason mightvery well
have been put forward by the Government,
which has not been, probahly hecause they did
not deew it necessary; but one reason that
strikes me as an argument why the goldfields
should not, at the present time, seck to wmake
the Government rush into the question of a
redistribution of seats is this, that as the gold-
fields are situated now, theve are lnige numbers
of people there who cannot be termed settlers
of Western Australin. They have come over
here to see if it ia good ecnough for them to
remain in this country, and they have not yet
decided to make this country their babitat.
I'hey have left their families elsewhere, and if
they find this country good enough, they will
mnake their homes, here and bring their fami.
lies over and become settlers. Then will be
time enough for us to extend to them the privi-
lrgea which have been given to the older
settlers in the colony. I do not think the
would-be electora on the goldfieids have any
vight to compluin of any neglect of their
interests by this House., They have been
well looked after and well represented by
the hon. members of this House who represent
the goldficld constituencies. Although there
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are only four of them, T am sure they have
done the work of a dozen. ‘They have done
everythung that conld bave been done for the
interests of their various constituenciva. Iam
sare I may say without any disrespect to any
oth:r miners ropreaenbing the goldfields
that the hon. member for Yilgarn in his never
ending zeal and elogquence has well locked
after the interests of the goldfields. There
have been other hon. members, too, who were
evar ready to assist him i contending for the
interests on which—as it has been well
snid—so many other things hinge in this
colony, I am sure if the goldfields had no motre
representation than they have at the present
time, they would still be well looked ufter,
I feel sure that as soon as the Government are
in n position to ascortzin where the people
intend to congregate, they will he ready to
extend a fair amount of representation. My
own view, judging from present appearances,
is that the present Yilgarn constituency should
he cut up intd four electorates. There are now
four fields, each one of which.is sulficiently im-
portant, populous, wealthy in their auriferons
production, and permanent to warrant their
having onerepresentative cach in this Howse
The population of Coolgardie before very long
will no doubt place it na the third town in the
colony, nnd before very long again I bhelieve
it will take second place, and, possibly, before
vary long again it may take the first place, so
far as population i3 concerncd. I think
Coolgnrdie can fairly lay cleim to another
represontative, and the district around to yeb
another one. I feel sure that those whose
inbereats are in that direction, and connected
with miring, would be fairly well satisfied if
they had four representatives for what ia now
known ns the Yilgarn comstituency. With
regard to the Murchison, I think it is entitled
to one, if not two more representatives. 1t
must be borne in wmind that the Mucrchison
district must be eventually divided.

Mg Jrr'NeworTH : There are four centres.

Mzr. MARMION: Yes, but T do not think
they would be entitled to the same representa-
tion as the more prospercus and populons
fields. I think that two or thrae representa-
tives would be ample at present. I do not
see any necessity for increasing the repre-
sentation of the Pilbarra goldfield. They
have now in the hen. member for East Kim-
berley a most capable representative.

TueE CommissioNeR oF Crowx Lawnps: He
is a host in himself.
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Me. MARMION : We have then the sug-
gestion that for Yilgarn there should be four
représentatives instead of one, and three
instead of one for the Murchison, the others
to remain as they are at present. That woald
give nine representatives for what wight be
termed the gold-mining interests of the
colony. Tam perfectly sure that those hon.
members who represent the goldfields will
allow if these are given, there wmust also he
given increased representation to the city of
Perth nnd the town of Fremantle. The details
would of course beconsidered when thequestion
came up for actual consideration. I think
Perth should have two more members, and |
thiok Fremantle will run it closely for the
same. I hope, however, to have the opportun-
nity of ypeaking upon that question again
when the proper time arrives. I think now
we huave arrived at this point, there is a
general desire to further the interasts of the
constituencies and their representation; but [
think that if the hon, membar who hurriedly
framed this resolution will give the subject
clearer, calmer, more deliberate consideration,
he will ses there are 8o wany hon., mewmbers in
aympathy with him, but who cannot vote with
him, that it will be wise for him to withdraw
the resolutiwn. T do urge upon him, with all
due deference, to adopt that course. I think
he ia too old a Parliamentary hand to think
that any discredit will attach to him if he
does withdraw it. Hon. members are with
bim in prineiple, but not in the wording of his
resolution, He will do c¢redit to his own
sagneiby if, after replying to the Premier and
others who have spoken, he withdraws hia
resolution, bacause, as I have said, there are so
many of ms who, whilst in sympathy with
him, feel we caunot vote with him.

At 6.28 p.m. the Speaker left the chuir,

At 7.30 p.m. the Speaker resumed the chair,

Me. A. FORREST: [should like to say a
few words on ghis important wmotion, for it is
hardly right that members should pive a
silent vote on & motion which meana so much
to the country. The hon. member for
Nannine has placed his cuse before us—and a
very hard cage it has been for him, because a
wajority of members, I am gure, are against
him at the present time—in asking that in
this present session—[Mg. IuLivoworTH: I
did not ask that]—the Government should
deal with the question of the redis-
tribution of seafs, and that their decision
not t0 do a0 at present is not satis-
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fuctory to this House. All [ can say is
that the members on this side of the
House, and many members on the other
side, coneider the decision of the Govern-
ment on that .point is satisfaclory at’ the
present time. The hon. member has nttempted
to make a great point—though T do not
think it will cirry much weight with members
in this House—hy contending that hecause
there are o lnrge number of adults on the
castern goldfields who are not on the electoral
rolls, thatisu reason why increased representa-
tion should be given immediately to those dis-
tricts, although many of those men hive not
taken the ordinary precaution to have their
names placed on the rolls. My opinien is that,
until those men rhow that they cave for the
franchise by taking the ordinary steps to he
registered as voters, the time has not arrived
when we should listen to any avguments what-
ever for increasing the representation of the
districts, 'I'ho hon. member has dealt largely
with the numbers of electors on the volls in
several districts, and [ do not think he is
far out in his estimate of the nunber
on the goldfields. T should say, from my
personal knowledge, there are fully the
number of adults he has cstimated in those
localities. He thioks that becanse many of
these men are not on the rolls us clectors, they
have a grievancs on that account; but when
they are put on the roll, us I hope they will be
in due course, then will be the time forthe hon.
member to move in this direction, if he still
thinks it worth while. Bat [ do not think he
will have the opportunity of moving at that
time, because I wm sure the Govermunent are
fully alive to the importunce of giving to the
goldBields population their fair share of repre-
sentation, and it will not be left for 4 private
member to introducea question - f thisgreat im-
portance—a question effecting the fate of the
Government and of its supporters. I hope the
Governwent will, when the proper time
arrives, which should be when the next
general election is approaching, bring in aBill
for giving three or four members to the Cool-
gardie goldfields, one or two more to the
Murchison goldfields, and one or two to other
districts. But the present time is not oppor-
tune for making this increase in the repre-
sentation, I need hardly say that the members
of this House who ave in touch with the
Government will, when the proper time
arrives, take ateps to have such n messure
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desirous of giving increased representation to
the centres of population in the castern parts
of the colony, so that the whole of the colony
may have, as nearly as pessible, o fair repre-
sentation of the difterent interests which
wonld be affected. When the hon. member
for Nannine was speaking ou the repre-
sentation of the goldfields, I interjected
4 rewark that the geldfields are represented
by nearly nll members of this House, bestdes
the hon. members for Nannine and Yilgarn.
Those of us who are immediately interested
in the goldfields are tuily alive to the import-
ance of this questien of ropresentation; and I
should he sorry for any member of this Honse
to say he represents only the district that has
elected him, I represent w novthern squatting
constituency, and I do all I can fov it, and yet
[ am not preveated from advoeating other
interests, and I should be sorcy to feel T was a
niember only for that portion of the colony
which elected me to this House. T om sure
we one and ull desire to give the goldfields
their fair share of representation, without fear
or fuvor; but, if it is understood that this
vepresentation is to be on the basis of

populatior, and without vegrrd to the
different interests that are at stuke,
I can not go so far as  thaf,

becaunse, if such were the case, the district of
Yilgarn, for instance, with the present popu-
lation, would be entitled to ns many members
a8 there arc in this House representing the
whole colony, und I do not think hon, memburs
would like to sec such a change as that, 'The
question of represeotation in the Southern
portions of the colony is entively different, for
in those districts we have a settled population
who are not li%ely to move. Some of their
fathers were here lhefore them, und I presume
their children's children will be here also. But
on goldfields the population iz a floating one,
although we hope, wmost of us, that these
go'dfields are of a permanent character;
and, when the time areives, which [ hope
will be at the next genernl election, for
an increasue in the political representation,
I am sure the Government will not need to be
aslted by hon. members on the other side of
the House to bring in a Bill for that purpose—
as if the muembers on the other side had the
interests of the whole country at heart, and
we on this side had none. We recognise the
importunce of the question, and when the
proper time comes for the Government to

brought forward, and at the same time will be | take action, if they do not then deal with the
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question, they will not long remain in their
places, because members on this side of the
House, although not given to much speaking,
have ordinary common sense, and are as fully
alive to the interests of this colony as are
members on the other side. 1 hope the hon,
ntember for Nannine, after what has been
stated, will withdraw thia motion until a
more convenient period. He can well under-
stand that, if he presses it now, he willbe in
a very small minority. It would be better if,
before bringing forward o motion of this kind
implying censure on the Government, the hon.
member would consult his party, or those who
usuzally act with him, so as to ascertain the
amount of support he might rely on, in enter-
ing on so great an undertaking nas the redis-
tribntion of seats, Tf he had doneso in this
instence he would have found that, begides
the member for Yilgarn, he might get one or
two more from this side to vote with him, if
they could be satisfied that the motion is

opportune. I think that, at the present
time, those hon. members who  have
as much interest in this question as
any one e¢lse will agree that it is

not advisable to bring on these very important
motions, which involve the fute of the
Ministry, and I am sure the hon. member for
Nannine is not prepared at present to form a
party in this House, becanse in the present
juncture of affairs such a party would be
rather yeculiar. I hope the hon. member will
take my ndvice on this one rceasion, and with-
draw his motion, becnuse he may rest assured

that the members on this side of the House, ;

when the time arrives, will ask the Govern-
ment $o bring in 2 measure for increasing the
representation.

Mg. GEORGE : This iz & mofion on which,
every every member of this House should state
his opinion ; and T do hope the hon. member
for Nannine will not accept the very generous
advice tendered to him by the member for
West Kimberley. 1shall vote for the motion,

and I will tell you why. Not that I should |
take it as 8 motion of no-confidence in the Go- |

vernment, but simply becanse, as far ns I am
concerned, I vecognise as a fact the motive

which the hon. member evidently had when he -
put the notice of motiom on the business -
I do not think, for one moment, that

paper.
he intended the motion as one of no-confidence,
although he tells us now that be did. I donot
take it that he intended it as o motion of no-
confidence, becanse I think this dcbate will
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show that the (Fovernment do intend to bring
in a Bill dealivg with this matter.

THe PreMIER : We have said nothing about
it, and we don’t want you to withdraw.

Mk. GEORGE: Well, I do not think the
mover intends to withdraw, Stil), I think
this debate will be very useful to the Govern-
ment in showing—as it should if they are
capable of being shown anything whatever
that comes from thisside of the House——that
itis possible on many subjects to have differ-
ent opinions; and certainly the Govermment
have given us a great amount of encourage-
ment by what the Premier himself has told
us. He has said with regard to the electoral
rolls: “ I want every man who is entitled to
get on the roll.” In saying that, [ think
the Premier is perfectly sincere and honest,
and Ido hope that, before there is any altera-
tion in the Act, he will see that every man
who is entitled to get his name on the rolls,
and wishes to do 5o, shall have proper [acili-
ties for placing his name there. Before the
last general election it was not so. I can name
districts—and some hon. members will know
them—where men entitled to be registered
conld not get on the rolls, because the facilities
or the process were not placed hefore them ;
and I trast that the Premier will see that those
disabilities are vemoved, and that those per-
sons who want to be enrolled ns electors shall
nol be prevented from registering through the
difficulty or impossibility of not heing able to
to find any person before whom the
necessary declarations should be made. If
this debate has dons wnothing else, it
will have brought before the Premier the ne-
cesaity of having proper arrangements made
in the constituencies for the registration of
vaoters before the next peneral election. T
quite agree with the Premier when he says
the southern voters are not all ontherolla. T
know they are not, and I know particularly
that some in the Murray district were not on
the roll, as they ought to have been, at the
recent election which returned me to this
House. The Premier stated that this motion
was brought in to annoy or oppose the Go-
vernment. I think there was no intention of
the sort. Atany rate, there is vno intention
on my park, in supporting it, to annoy or
oppose the Government. [ intend to vote for
the motion because, if mot ripe now, the
time will be ripe io another session. The hon,
member for Fremautle (Mr. Marmion} told usg
that members are in favor of the Prineiple,
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bnt cannot accept the wording of the motion.
I am in favor of the principle, and though I
do not like the wording, I shall vote for the
motien all tha same, and not sacrifice the
principle for mere verbiage, We are told
algo Lhat godd has heen the great attraction
which has drawn population to our eastern

districts; but, while recognising that, I am |

firmly of opinion that the peopls who have
heen attracted here hy the goldfields are the
class of men hest Btted to open up a colony

like this— men who are - not afraid
of hardships, but who leave their homes
and fomilies in other places and go

into the inberior of this colony ns pioneers.
And, if a change does come over the bright
proapects of our goldfialds, I think we shall
get from the pepulation of, say 20,000 gold
diggers, a large proportion—perhaps one-
half—who will vemnin here as permanent
settlers and mnke homes in the country.
There ia one point on which I eannot agree
with the hon. member for Nannine, in regard
to the motion. I understood him to say his
idea of the redistribution of sents is that
numbers should be a yreab factor in it. [Mr.
Ivuiveworra: No] Well, T misunderatond
him ; but, if that were adwitted as an argu-
ment, we might just as well bring in the
money bag straight away at once, because
if tho mere presence of numbers of men inn
constituency is to be the simple and sole war-
rant for having proportionate representation
in Parliament, we may as well say that the
man with a large balance at his banker’s
should have representation in proporfion to
the number of his sovereigns. Such a prin.
ciple of proportionate representation wonld
not be accepted by this Assewmbly, nor by the
people in the country, [ have gathered, from
remarke made on the Government side,
especially by the hon. member for Weat
Kimberley, that it is the intention of the
Government, before thia Parliament is dis-
solved, to bring in s Bill. [Mz. A. Fokknsr:
T did not say so.] You are very diplomatic in
your utterances, but I understood your
reraarks in that sense, and we know the relation
you hold to the Government. [ earnestly
trust the other members of the Government
who may speak in thia debate will declare, in
most unmistakable words, that the Govera-
ment do intend before the next generalelection,
to bring in some Bill that will do justice to
those great constitnencies where 20 many men
arp not directly represented ut present, and
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do justice alse teo the other parts of the
colony.

Me. LEAKE: If members on this side were
to accept the suggestion of the hon. member
for West Kimberley, and wait till any resolu-
tion proposed on this (the Opposition) side of
the House met with the approval of himself
and friends, very few resolutions would
emanate from thie side. He twits the hon.
member for Nannine with having brought for-
ward thisns an independent motion; but in
that regard I think the hou. mewmber for Weat
Kimberley is mistaken, for I am certain the
hon. member for Nannine did consult severnl
members on this side hefore he brought the
motion forward, Itis my intention to support
this motion, The Premier has given two
replies, or expressed two opinions, upon this
question of redistribution of seats. The one
opinion was expressed in reply to a guestion
put by the hon. member for Nannine, when
the Premier said it was not the intention of
the Government, at present, to introduce a Bill
dealing with the question of redistribution of
seats. ‘The other reply he has given to the
question ie in his observations this eveming,
in the debate on  thie wmotion. And
in neither of these instances do we find
the hon. gentleman giving a definite, and
what I term a satisfactory, answer upon this
question. This motion seess to affirm that
the decision of the Government is not satis-
factory. No decision, or vather no reply,
which is indecisive can be satisfactory upon so
important & question as the redistribution of
seata. Surely it 13 ore of the wost important,
if not the most important, questions that this
Parlinment con have to deal with. It is a
question which must inevitably crop up dur-
ing the existence of every Parliament—that
isassuming that thiscolony is to make progress
in the same ratio that it has done during the
last few months or years. It is the un-
exampled and unexpected increase in the
number of pergons who nre gqualified to vote
which makes this question important, and one
which it is necessary to consider. The necea-
sity for the consideration of this question, I
say agnin, must oceor during times of great
progress. To what extent has the population
increased since the last amendment of the
Constitation Act ? It has increased, I suppose
Iam right in saying, by at least one-third ;
and does not that fact throw on the Ministry
of the duy the necessity of facing this question,
and coming ut any rate to some determination ?
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It is ot salisfactory to the elected members
of this House that the leader of the Govern-
went should come down and say that he does
not intend to deal with this question at present.
That, I take it, is tantamount to saying he
will not deal with the gquestion during this
session of Parliamenf. Of course it may be
urged that the Premier’s phrase, “at present,”
has & wide application, and T think it has;
but sdrely, on u question of this kind, we are
entitled to know exunctly where we stand, and
to know whether we are toappronch this ques-
tion seriously or otherwise. Heve not fresh
and populous eentres heen created daring the
last few years ! Has not the residence of people
on the goldfields increased during the
last few years beyond the expectation of
many of us? Certain!ly it hns increased
far beyond the expectation of those hon. mem-
bers who assisted in the passage of the Amend-
ing Constitution Act, which gave the fresh
representation -And this question of repre-
sentation I take it, does not apply merely to
the goldfield centres, but it applies all over
the colony ; and it does not necessarily follow
that, becnuse we wish a redistribution of seats,
we should in any degree curtail the represen-
tation of the northern electorates. Rather I
think the desire is to increase the representa-
tion of the larger centres of population, and
when I eay that, I include, of course, places
like Perth and Fremantle. It seems to me
ahsurd to suppose that Yilgarn should have
only one member, when the district includes
places like Southern Cross, Coolgardie, Han-
nan’s, Menzies, and the Dundas Goldfield.
Burely, il representation meuns anything,
those centres should have more than onpe
represenwative.  And why say that this gues-
tion is inopportune, and that nothing justifics
the ventilation of the question in this House or
in the conntry? We have seen considerable
expressions in tbe press, and from a° guarter
which, a8 a rule, [ am suwre curries great
weight with the hon. gentleman op-
posite. We have seen sbrong references
made by a certain section of the press, affirm-
ing the principle for which the hon. member
for Nannine has contended. Representation,
it is true, will not be based om wealth alone,
on population alone, or on area alooe; but I
suy that where you bave the combination of
wealth, population, and area, then you cannot
disregard the clums of those centres. Andis
it not the fuactthat un the goldfields we have
these three combinations—not in onecentre.
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but in the various centres which I have referred
to—wealth, population, and area. These
towns of Southern Cross, Coolgardie,
Hannan’s, Menzies, and Norseman, {Duandns)
willall require to be represented; and why
should we be satisfied with the statement
made Ly the leader of the Government to the
effect that the present time is inopporture,
and that he will not deal with the quesfion at
present? One would have expected some
definite statement or assurnnce from the
Premier, and T am sure it would huve been far
more satisfactory if, instead of making an
attack on the hon. member for Nannine, the
Premicr had favored this House with argu-
ments which we wmight have considered as
ngainst the resolution. It is nol sabis-
factory, 1 take it, for any hon. member
to get up and atfack the mover of a
motion, if he will not deal with the
substance of it, and here T might ask hon,
members not to be frightened at the form
which this motion has taken, but rather to con-
sider” its substance. The smbstance is the
guestion whether or not there shall be a re-
distribution of seats. If an increase of at least
one-third over and over the number of per-
sons who were in the colony at the time the
Constitution Act was smended, and our pre-
sent system brought into force, is not a
sufficient argument for considering this
question seriouely, I would like to know
when we may consider such a time opportune.
I do not quarrel with the proposition that
there shall be no taxation without representa-
tion—it is n political truism by ths titne—but
I go o step further than that, and say we
should have no taxation without adequate
representation. There is this to be said—and
the idea seews to underlie and suggest
arguments ihat have been advanced by those
who eit oppousite—that those who bave the
power do not like to part with it. The
Government and their supporters are no
doubt satisfied with the security of their
position and of their power, so long as
the present inndequate representation exists,
and perhaps, if we look at it from a tactical
point of view, we cannot blame them for
clutching at & system which gives them a
power that they wieldin & manner which is
apparent to every hon. member. Reforms are
always difficult. They generally begin with a
struggle from the very lowest point, and it is
pot until after great pressure and much argu-
ment and feeling have been exhibited that we



518 Redistribulion of Seats.
find those who bave the power are forced
to give way, I think T am right in
saying there is afar greater representation in
this Chamber of the farming and the squutting
element than of any other ; and when we con-
sider that the farming and squatting element
iz not of that paramount importance thatit
was some time ago [Several Hoxn. MEMBERS:
Oh, oh!]. I say that it is not of the para-
mount importance it was some time ago, the
gold miaing industry having tauken its place, L
think we should give to the gold mining in-
dustry a greater ehare in the administration
of affairs than it at present enjoys.
And in dealing with thie gold-mining guestion,
I do hope the more conservative of hon. mem.
bers in this House will not think they are
giving what might be called a labor repre-
sentation when they are dealing with the
goldfields. Those who live on the goldfields
represent more capital than anything else.
They represent the wealth of the country.
Why did we build our railways, why have we
spert our money on the goldfields, if not to
develop the latent wealth that is there? And
we say it has been done with marked success.
It was not a fair argument which was used by
the Premier against this measure, when he
said that those who live on the goldfields have
‘no fixed interestsa. Why, one of the most im.
portant arguments in favor of building rail-
wauys Lo goldtields wag that there was vested

.interests to consider—that the mining in-
dustry and the wealth of the people invested
in it required that we should build these
railways. Omne of the very arguwments that
wae used in favor of developing the
goldfields is now almost turned against them,
and is used against this question of the
redistribution of seats. I de not propose to
dwell at greater length on this question, but T
do urge hon, members to affirm the principle
which is contained in the motion, and it is 1o
this effect, that the answer as to the decision
of the Government on the question of the
redistribution of seats is not satisfuctory. Ts
it satisfactory 7 Are we not entitled to know
whether the Government intend, soomer or
later—either this session, next session, or
before the next general election at any rate—
to deal with this all important subject—a
subject which is agitating the majority of the
inhabitants of our colony—a question which
has the support: of what I may call the very
temp- rate press of the colony ; and yet wa are
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that the Government will not deal with it at
present. I do urge on members of the
Government to bestir themselves upon this
question ;und it is extraordipary thatitis
necessary to frame pungent motions, before
the Ministry can be stirred to u lively sense of
what the country requirves. Isupposethe hon.
member for Napnine does not expect that his
motion will have the support of a majority of
this House ; but it affirms a good principle,
and it is a popular principle—popular in this
sense, that it is worthy of the consideration of
a majority of the inhabitants of the country.
Anditishardly a fair argumént—it certainly
is not a generous one—for the Premier to toll
the hon. member for Nannine that itis merely
un electioneering ery which he has got up to
plerse himself, and perhaps some of his
constituents. T do not myself support this ag
an electioneering cry, but I support it as
an important question, for, so long as our
population incrcases in the same ratio as it
has done during the last few years, so long
must this gquestion continue to be one of
zlmost burning importance. T go so far aa to
sy that no Parliament will run its course for
o considerable number of years together—I
speak not of n session merely—without this
question of the redistribution of seats ucising
once, if not twice, during its term. T urge
hon. mambers again to consider this question
as an important one, und not to be frightened
at the fort of the present wotion, but to con-
sider i{s substance ; aud, if they do that, they
will, I hope, exact from the Govermment a
more definite reply than lhias been vouchsnfed
to us by the Premier, vither on the occasion
of his replying to the guestion pui by the hon.
wember for Nannine, or in the course of his

observations on the motion hefore the
House,
Tue  COMMISSINNER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon, A. R. Richardson): We have
been counselled by the hon, member for
Albany, and one or two other members, not 1o
be afraid of the form of this resolution, but to
consider the substance of it. That way be
very good udvice, in one way, with a view to
obtaining a larger number of supporters than
might otherwise be got for the motion ; but
when wa study this motion and the form of ii,
have we any right to look at the question in
the light suggested by the hon. member for
Albany ? 1t appears to me two issues arg
placed hefore ug, in the motion. One is dis-

to be told that the time it inopportune, and ] satisfaction with the Government, and the
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other is the necessity of giving greater repre-
sentation to the in¢reasing population on the
goldficlds, Which, I ask hon. members to
coneider seriously, to consider fairly and
squarely, is the more prominent issue of these
two? Is it the guestion of dissatirfuction
with the Government and wunt of confidence
in them, or is it the simple desire to get more
representation for the goldficlds ¥ If it had
been the hon. membet’s honest and sole desire
to get further vepresentation for the gold-
fields, wonld he have taken this form of ex-
pressing it ? Is he likely to get o lurger
following than if the motion were framed in
wore friendly terms, and the mwin issue con-
finred to the ¢uestion of more representation

[7 Aveust, 1895.]

tor the goldfields? I think the hon. member

knows perfecily well it is not so. I know that
was the form of argunient nsed on the Educa-
tien Question, and for which the hon. member
and his friends cleim some success. I will try

now to rivet attenticn to the point as to |

whether the hon. member's intention is honest
—uwhether it is his honest and sole desire to

get more representation for the goldfields, or .

whether he has framed the wmotion in this form
in order to get an expression of dissatisfaction
with the Government introduced into the
iszug, by a side-wind. It must be wppuarent
that if the hon. member’s one desire was to

get further und greater representation for the

goldfields, he would not have taken this way
of doing it ; for he knows perfectly well, and
so do hon. members generally know, that o
large amount of sympathy and o greater
number of votes would have followed him on
this ¢uestion of the redistribution of seats, if
it had not been bracketed with an expression
of digsatisfuction ngainst the Government as
the lnrger issue reswiting from the motion.
It is nll very well to say that, because
there hus beem a 1u)id and wonderful
increase in the population of the goldfields,
therefore the Government have been asleep;
and are deaf apd duemb to the voice of the
goldfields for further representation. [Me.
Geokar : Who said that ¥ } Until a few days
age, we had not heard of any agitation on
thoge ficlds for more representution, because
it is only recently, only as it were yesterduy,
that the population of these ficlds has sprung
into prominence, and the representation needs
time for its proper development. ‘The hon.
member for Nannine said the Governcent
ought to lend public opinion ; bub who cver
heard of a Government proposivg their
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mensures for great changes, before public
opinion had mutured on the question ¥ What
chance wounld any Government have of
passing such a measure ns this, when they
knew it was ahead of public opinion ¥ kKvery-
one knows that the history of public reforms
in any constitutional country shows distinctly
that when public opinion has developed and
expressed itself loudly, the necessary legisla-
tion follows; and [ say it always will be so,
here and clsewhere. Public opinion must fiest
settle down on a great question of this sort,
bevause it would not be cither a politic or
proper move for the Governwment of the day to
tulte 1n hand aquestion like this, and to initiate
legislation wupon it, far in advance of
public opinien. No one knows that beotter
thun the hon. wewber for Nannine., [Mre.
ILcineworTH ; I have not read history in that
wuy,]  Well, although on sowme subjecis
opinions ey not materially differ, yet the
expression of opinions does differ. A question
that has been wrged during the debate, in
many different words, is as to whether the
goldfields have suffered any injustice at the
hands of this: House, -by the want of repre-
sentation. That is really the wain issae. [
wny one can show that the goldfields have
suffered nny injustice, or suffered politically in
any way, from the want of adequate repre-
sentation in this House, a good ense will have
been estublished. But what are the facts? It
has been remarked that almost every member
in this House represents the goldfields in some
degree, and I think that is largely the truth,

" We have been told there sught to be no taxa-

tion without representation. Well, if there
hus been taxation on these goldfields, I wounld
uslt where the money so oftained has been
expended. Has it not been retwrmed to the
goldfields in expenditure, to an extent almost
greater thun has come from them in taxa-

- tion * If these goldfields which have risen

g0 recently—and we cannot sny even now
that it is positively proved they will
last for & long number of years, though we ail
Lope they will, while nobody can positively
suy 80—if these goldfields, I say, were to be-
come unprofituble, if the bottom were to fall
out, as the saying is, who would remain to bear
the taxation which would be entailed as a con-
sequence of the large amounnt of public woney
expended on them? Would these gold dig-
wers have 50 much patriotic feeling as to re-
main in  the ¢ountry and help to bear the
burden of taxation for ull the railway expendi-
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ture that has been, and is heing incurred for
developing those fields, nud wounld they remain
to patriotically furnish freight for the rail-
way ? No; they would soon turn their bucks
on usg, when the yoldfields had ceased to sup-
port them, und no one would blame them for
locking nfter their own interests by going
away. I think caution is sound policy in such
o matter as this ; and I say, fearlessly, that no
one would be mora ready than the Govern-
ment to recognise the changing circumstances,
and to recognise that our goldfields ure estah-

lished, and that the population has becomen |

permanent one. The large amount of male
population on the goldficlds proves the
contention that these people cannot yet be
treated as a settled population; for whers are
the wives ond children of these men? The
very fnot of there being such an enormous
preponderance of adult males on the goldiiclds
proves that they have left their helongings
behind them and bave not brought them to
this colony. We shall be all ready and willing
to welcome them as part and parcel of the
population of Western Australia, and ghall be
ready to give these men, when settled
here, the fullest representation they ave
entitled to; but until that is shown to be
the cnse, us reasonable and prodent men we
cannot say that, because a lurge number of
men have rushed over here to seek their
fortunes, we must recognise their right to have
divect nnd immediate re >vesentation in Parlia-
umeat. [4n hon. Mewher: Why lwild rail-
ways to goldficlds, then P] We Duild
them largely on speculation, and the
. hon. member has himself, on prew&us
occasjons, opposed and complained of
tha Government oan the score that we were
buildirg specnlative rui'ways—that there was
too much of the apeculative element in the
Government proposnls—that it waz an im-
politic movement to huild them at oll, and
to spend snch a large amount of money on the
goldfields. Bnt the hon. member is nowlikesome
other people, very wise after the event. We
are bold enough to build these railways, and to
build others on the same principle, becruse
the specnlation has turned out a good one.
[(Me. R. F.8soLt: Youought toreduce the
railway tarifi] Yes; and some members
would argue that becanse we do not take the
duty off everything the miners use, we want
to crush them ; but if we draw taxation from
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give back that tnxation in the shape of valu-
able public works, and make railways which
reduce the cost of freight almost in the pro-
portion of 1 to 4, I think we have done fairly
well in enabling those people tn get carried to
the fielde a ton of gooda for £5 which used to
cost £20 for carriage by road. Therefore they
cronot compliin of the use that has heen
made of the revenue received from taxation.
The question of railway freights is not before
us now, nor is the question of the redistribu-
tion. of scats fairly before us.  That which is
before us is the question of dissatisfuction and
of want of confidence in the Government; und
I any it is a wrong and false igsue to place be-
fore this House, and to try and shelter behind
it un issue upon which members, even on that
side of the House, hold different opinions. The
crux of the question is centred in the point
that the hon. member has not placed the
proper isene before this House, If he were
honest in his desire to get increased representa-
tion for the goldfields he would have placed u
gorrect issue before the House, and endeavored

. to geb u straight opinion upen it. I wili not de-

tain the House further, hecause I do not think
there is very much in front of us except that
particular point,

Me, CLARKSON: I mustsay I have been
very much surprised to hewr, from hen. mew-
bers on the Opposition side, that this quustion
is snch a burning one—the gucstion of the
redistribution of seats. I wassurprised also to
hear thut these men on the goldfields, some of
whow have arrived in this colony only lately,
and have verylittle stake in it, are very
anxious to have votes. I do not believe they
¢are 80 very much about the franchise. This
is not the first time [ have heard in this
Honse that there wasa great outery for an ex-
tension of the franchise, and that the people
were all impatient to met il. At the last
genernd clection, when the franchise hud just
been extended, I can speak for my own diatrict,
and I think also for most parts of the colony,
in saying the people really took very little
interest in it indeed, I kmow small farmers in
Toodyay district, who have a considerable
stake io the country, and have lived here all
their lives, who did nol take Lhe trouble to go
and register their names as electors; and I
believe the same apathy cxists in every purt of
the colony. I am urprised that the hon. mem-
Ler for Nanniue should have heen persunded iy

the goldfields, and spend the money in develop- 1 his friends—who having admitted having per-

ing them, the zccount is squnred.

If we | suaded him—to Lring this woetim ferward,
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hecanse I am confident he does not believe in | there must be serious difficulties in the way of

it. MHis constituents bave not urged him in
the manner he would bave us believe. The
hop. member for Yilgarn interjects that T
shouid read the nuwspapers. I do read them,
and I potice there has been some agitation in
the district represented hy the hon. member,
but I believe it was got up, not by the hard-
working, honest winer, but by the talking agi-
tator—that is what [ believe—by men who,
for some reason, are anxiouns to pose as public
benefnctors by professing to get all these
things done for the working man—for the
working man who does not care anything about
them. The hon. member for Nannine adwits
that he also haa in view the question of no-
confidence in the Government; but I will tell
the hon. member that he is too Boon—that the
tiwe hos not yeb arrived when the people of
the colony wish to see another set of gentla-
men in the seats on this side of the House ; al-
though I persume the hon. mewher hopes that
he will live to see the day when he willsit here
—u very landable desire, no doubt. I think
that time is far distant, and there will haveto
be a considerable redist ibut on of seats before
that day comes about. We huve heard o lot
of tulk about this m<tion, buf I know perfectly
well what the end will be. My hon. friends
on the oppesite side will show us their weak-
nese—they will show va the nakedness of the
land in which they live,

Mz, S30LOMON: I am sure the mover of
this motion must be satisfied with the expres-
sion of «pinion given by almost every speaker
—that is to say thut in the nenr future they
consider it will be necessary bto provide
for incrensed representution. 'When we con-
sider the largely

almost every purt, we must recognize that
thero are in cvery distriet a sreat namber of
persons who are not able to vote—that year
after year the increase of populalion is so
great that there must be, under the present
franchise, nwmbers of men who are not on Lhe
rolls, aven after baving been bhere for a time
approaching to two year's residence in an
electoral district, For that reason there are
many persons all over the coloay who are not
registered as voters, and there must be a good
average in every district whe are disfranchised
in consequence. When we consider that there
are only some 800 voters on the rolls
in the Yilgarn district, as compared with
about 13,000 adutt wudes in that district,

increased population, .
not alone In the centres of the colony but in |

|

registration, or there isu very large proportion
of mren whe have not been long cnough resi-
deut in the district to entitle them to regis-
tration as voters. Therefore we can only
assume that to a very large extent, especially
in the goldfields' districts, the population isa
moving one, and not o perwanent one. Still,
the time is approaching whan, no  doubt,
settlement to a large extent on those fields is
bound to take place. We know also that
wherever there ure rushes to new finds of
any great value the district around becomes
comparatively deserted, and even » place like
Coolgardie itself wmight be left with very few
inhabitants, after great rushes ts new finds
of gold. Consequently, until there is a proper
system of franchise, and of registration, it is
probable that & great number of persons who
have been in the volony o ver the time specified
in the Act bave not, on that nccount, saken
advantage of the opperbunity to register,
It is not my intention i say muchon this
motion, because [ have an amendeat to pro-

pose, and I am surce the hon. member for
Nannine will fall in with its terms. It is an
expression of  ocpinion  with  regard

to the future, and not with regord 1o
the preseni. Although I am almost certuin
that, befors at any rate the mnext two years
have elapsed, it will be necessa y to havea
redistribution of seats, yet I think the hon.
wmensber for Nunpine will say that it is vot
advisable to wake the chunge until the colony
is more gsettled. I beg to move, as an amend-
ment, to strikke out ull the words after the
word * that, " and insert the following words
in liew thereof—* This House is of opinion,
that, for the representation of the goldfields in
large centres of population, it is necessary
that provision be made for their incrensed re-
presentation, before the next general election”

The amendinent was not seconded.

MR. LEFROY : T think the guestion of the
redistribution of seats wust he, in every
country, taken asone that requires to be ap-
proached verycarefully. I think we ghould
be very careful that thess goldfields should not
Le over-tated, if only in the interests of the
colony itself. The bun. member for Albany
his told us that the farming apd thesquatting

; industries of the coluny, are not of that para-

wount importance that the goldfields are, I
trust the hon. member will not be of that opin-
ivn if he ever takes his position at the heln
of the ship of State, for if the Governmentdo
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not recognise the importance of, and assist
agricultnra]l and kindred ijndustries, I an
afraid the colony will not progress as it should.
When hon. members representing the gold-
fields cun prove that an cunce of gold placed in
the gronnd, wiil produce another ounce, I shall
consider the goldfields to be of equal impor-
tance to the industries I have mentioned.
The farming and pastoral interesis are the
backbone of a country like Anstralia, hecause
they are able to increase by natural develop-
went, which goldfields cannot do. T mention
this hoping that hon. members will tuke a
broad view of the guestion, snd not try and
overrate the goldfields. We have been told
that these miners go out into the country and
toil hurd with their lives in their hands. Did
not the men who first opened up und settled
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the country tothesame; and did they not '

suffer us great hurdships us miners
to put mp with new? These are the
men who have helped to bring the colony to

have

its present position, und who helped tokeep it .

going nntil gold was disecovered. I do hopu

hon, members for the goldfields will notal- .
ways parade the ditliculties and troubles of .

the gold winers. Purlinment was dene every-

thing that is possible to assisé thew, more in °

fact thun was done for the pioneer settlers.
I do not think the present time opportune
to deal with this question of re-distvibution of

seats, simply for the reason that it should be

dealt with carefully and cantiously, and T
hardly think we can deal with it during this
Pariiameat. I feel, however, bhat the Govera-
ment must recognise that the time is coming
when farther representation of the goidfields
will be necessary, aud that the Governmmment
will, when the time arrives, be prepured to
deal with the matter.

Mg, HASSELL: In voting ns I shall vote
to-night 1 wish it to be understood thal Ishall
pot vote against a redistribution of seats, but
ugainst the motion which is expressive of o
want of confidence in the Governwment.

Mz, MOSBS : [ cuonot allow the debate to
terminate without expluining the vcason why
[ intend to voie ugainst the resolution. Al-
though Iam strongly of opinion that the
Government must consider the necessity of
giving increased represemtution to the gold-
fields and otber populous centres, still I
am not  prepared fo vote for the
resolution. The Government have prowised
to Dbring down some scheme of electoral
reform, and I am satisfied to  wait for

i
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that hefore going into the wore important
question of u vedistribution of seamts. I do
not think the Government have hitherto acted
in any niggardly epirit towards the goldfields,
a8 lurge suws of money have been spent in
building railways, conserving water, eatablish-
ing Warden’s Courts at every centre, und in
wfording many other facilities, [ therefore
agree that the question should not be forced
upon the Government nt present, although [
am thoroughly in wccord with the principle
underlying the motion.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt): I am fully aware that the general
opinion must be that thisunreal debivte should
come to an end, and I $rust the House will
pardon me if I offer a few rewmarks before the
question is put to a division. I wish to point
vat exactly what this resolution is, se that
there may be no nistake about it, for I fear
that there is a tendency on the part of some
hon. mnembers who have spoken te rum, us it
were, hehind the resolution, and to think that
they are supporting something else when they
vote for it. The resolution cumanates from the
hon, memlier for Nannine, wund we have the
assurance of the leader of the Opposition that
it has the sunction of his party, be it wore or
less. It also has the sanction of the triumvirate
composed of the hoo, member for Albany, the
hon. member for Nannine, and the hon. mewm-
ber for Geraldton. They secm to be following
out the principle, and are vedistributing their
seuts cvery hour.  'We can never be sure where
to catch them. Toraibly I ought to congratu-
late the Opposition on the rearrangement of
its fumily. Tt has not led to an incrense, bunt
has rather eliminuted some of the children,
who would not, I feur, recognise their parents.
I think that is s0. Now, what is this resolution
which we are asked to discuss? 1tis this:
“'Thut the decision of the Government in
reference to the question of ‘ Redistribution of
Sents,’ is not satisfactory to this House; und
it is mobt in harmony with ihe expressed
desive of the mining districts, nor is it in
accord with the opinion of the majority of the
people of this colony.” That is what we are
asked to vote upon. Now what is this de-
cision of the Government? It is admitted to
refer only to the answer given by the Premier
that the Governwment did not intend to deal
with the question at¢ present. 1 challenge the
right of the Opposition o tell us when we
shall deal with it. They bave the right to
say that the decision is unsatisfactory, but
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they have no right to ask the Government
when they intend to deal with it. That is
what the Government huve to consider, und to
communicate to the House in due time. If
the House is satisfied that this is not the time
to take action, the matter is concluded, and
those who are of thut opinion should vote
against the resolution. The motion is ad-
mitted to be onme of wunt of confidence
in the Ministry. The hon. member for Albany
tells us that it was moved after the Opposition
had considered it, hut he finds now that some
of the party are running awway from him, and
ig forced to tell them not to be frightened by
the language, but to look ut the snbstance of
the resolution. What is the substance, if it
is not a want of confidence motion? Ia this

[7 AvousT,

matter there is no room for compromise at all, -

It iz a point upon which we onght to take a
division and see how we stand. I have never
heard of an attempt to tone down a distinet
vote of want of confidence by an smendment
such as that which it was attempted to move
just now. The Government, however, stand
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know what has ipduced the hom. member to
bring forward this resolution. What has
rofled the calm waters ¥ The hon. member
is only being pushed from behind by & small
party ou the goldficlds. Both he and the hon.
member for Yilguro admit that the Govern-
ment bave done o great deal for the goldfields.
We bhave been going hapd in hand with the
popuiation, holding the money bag. Just
think of the money spent on water conserva-
tion, Warden’s courts, post offices, and the
many other facilities aforded, nod the reduc-
tion of the T'nriff on the foodstulls consamed
by the mining populatiou. It is btrue we

' did notb include tinned meat in shis redue-

tion, becnuse the Govermment thought the
miners should pay duty on some article, We
have also introduced a new Goldfields Act
which removes some of the existing ditficulties,

. while there is also o Bill in the cther House to

ur fall to-night on the question that the pre-

gent time is not opportune for a redistribution
of seats. Whether it will be considered op-

portune next year, or the year after, will

rewain to be seen. This country is not always
going to remuin as it is, and as it grows the
attention of the Government must be drawn,
soonetr or later, to this great guestion of the
redistribution of seats, especially in those
parts of the colony where the population is a
moving one. But the question now is whether
the reply of the Premier to the hon. member
for Nannine is satisfactory. Now I deny that
population ig the bnsis of representation, as [
understood tbe hon. member for Nannine fo
put it.

M. Tuuivowowrrs : I did not say so, and I -

do not believe it.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, S.
Bort): Then I misunderstood the hon. mem-
ber. ‘The hon. member for Perth very well
stated the position when he said that we have
very peculiar circumstances to deal with in
this vast colony. When you find a diversity
of interests spring up in a closely settled
population, then yom want to represent dif-
ferent interests ; but when the community is
epread over & lurge area the same amount of
representation is not needed. Whatever
would be the representation of a city like
London on the basis of population 7 Tt would
be enormons. Then aguin, I would like to

protect the underground miner.

Mr James: It is a good weasuce, I believe.

Tue ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt): I bope hop. members will help the
Government to carry that Bill through, No
doubt we will meet with opposition in some
quarkers, Are these not proofa that the
Government bave not forgotten their duty to
the miners * Then there 18 the Mint, which
will work entirely in the interests of the min-
ing industry, and [ am glad to aay the Govern-
went have camvied the Bill through both
Houses already. Then, in addition to all this,
have not the Governwent assisted in the de-
velopment of the goldfields by the construc-
tion of railways? When the hon. member
for.Albany, for instunce, held back and said
we were going too st ? I say the hon. mem-
ber who lends the Opposition held back., This
is what he saad on the propesal to construct
the Cue and Coolgardie railways:—<Jt ias
¢ posgible for us ull to go too fast. Cun anyone
“stand op in this House and say that cither
“ the Murchison or the Yilgarn und Coolgur-
““ die goldfields, having regard to the imount
“of public money spent on their development,
“ have nothad the fuliest possible consideration
“ from the Government and from Parliament.
“Is it not sufficient to have built fifty or sixty
* miles of railway towardsthe Murchisor gold-
« fields, over an almost impassable sand plain ;
“and is it not sufficient for the Government
* to have bridged over 170 miles, in fuct, more

. “thon half the way to the Coolgardie gold-

“flelds? And yet we are usked to pledye

“ourselves to a farther loun, before
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“wo ave im n position to apprecinte the
* practical result of that recent expendituce.”
The Goverument said it was not sufficient to
only run those lines half way, but have asked
Parlinment to consent to them being extended,
and the work is now progressing. Further,
the hon. member said:—“T shall certainly,
when the time approaches, ask the Govern-
ment to give some assurance, either by pro-
ducing the reporta of independent experts, or
of their own comnpetent officers, to show what
guarantee they have of the permanency of
these goldfields. As I have said, there are
only two mines paying dividends at present;
and if we doa’t take care we may find this
Coolgurdie railwny will be o railway to
Bayley’s Find and the Hampton Plains Syndi-
cate country.” We gol Do encouragenment to
carry out all thezo works, for at the very tine
whenr we have our coats off, us it were, and
are busily engaged in the work, the hon.
wember comes in with a wmotion seeking to
turn us out of office. We cannot do all the
work in a moment, and this question of a
redistribution of seats has not escaped atten-
tioa, and will be dealt with all in good time.
T ask hon. members to wait until a proposition
i3 before the House with regard to u redistri-
bution of seats, aud to let the Government
take their own time about it. I do not know
whether it would be advisalle to give
n large amount of represemtation 1o
what may be termed a pick and shovel pupu-
lation, that is, a commuuity composed of men
who seldom remain in on¢ fixed place. We
cannot give wen like that representation, be-
enuse if we do, it will he found that the voters,
and Electoral Registrar, and the whole bag
and baggage will be gone elsewhere in u fow
months Gime. When these particular portions
of the country are properly developed, the
claim for extended representation will be
listened to ; but I think the House can rest
assured that the guestion will be justly dealt
with within a certain limit of time. Tt is pro-
bable that, before the next general electionms,
the House will he asked to consider the question
in some way or another. A good deal has been
said about the Electoral Act, while the hon,
member for Nannine has stated that people
cannot get on to the roll. Thatis all nonsense,
There is no trouble in that if they are eligille,
for all they have t> do is to apply to be put on.
When it is found that cevtain sections of ihe
community will not take the trouble to secure
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fair to say that they connot get on the roll
Miners will not leave their work for the
purpcse of obtaining the privilege to vote for
the hon. wember for Nannine. They might
meoke npplication for inclasion on the roll, if
they have little else to do; butns a rule
mining communities are not given to making
claims for voting powers. If they suffered
under any grievance and did not get juatice at
the Lands of the Government, then thay would
have sowething to complain about, but they
have nota singlegrievance. The miners say
themselves that no Government in the Colonics
ever did for the community what this Govern-
ment has done, and [ repeat that they have no
gricvanee. They have not asked for this re-
distribution of seats. Tt isn were electioneer-
ing doge ou the part of the hon. member for
Nannine acd I ask the House to give, as far as
posaible, & nnanimouns vote aguinst the resolu-
tion proposed Ly that hon. member.

Mr. CONNOR : I cannot allow this debate
to close without stating that, in spite of the
Lrilliant arguments used by hon. members,
particularly the last speaker, the fact remains
that the goldfivlds have not sufficient repre-
sentation. However, I cannot support the
motion worded as it i ; but I must say that
the soouer legisintion is provided in the diree-
tion indicated, the better it will De for the
country generally. I cunnot altogether agree
with the principle that there should Dbe
no taxation without representation, beenuse I
am opposed to all the aligns in the
country having voting powers, although
they have to pay some taxation. The
principle aimed st by the notion is a good
vne ; but, as the resolution follows upon sows
bhalf u doven others expressing a want of
confidence in the Government, I capnot
support it. With regard to the statement of
the Attorney-General that the miners are
satisfied in having railway and other facilities
afforded them, I must eay that they are
desirous of bLeing able to take u part in the
politics of the country as well, and there are
no nwre eligible persons for that privilege
than they.

Mgr. SIMPSON: I understood from the
remarks made by the Prewier on the occasion
when tbe hon. member for Albany gave
notice of a motion of want of confidence in 1the
Goverminent on the Education Question, thab
unlesa the motlion were moved by the leader of

, the Opposition the Government would not ac-
their right to exercise the franchisge, it is not

cept it as being hostile to them, Tu-night
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they have alopted a different procednre.
They have changed their attitude, and T think
the House is fortunate, in that hon. members
will have an opportunity of hearing those sat-
isfactory utterances of the Attorney-General
in regard to the attitude of the Government
on this question. Om looking at the answer of
the Premier to the question of hon. member
for Nannine, I say it is not satisfactory, as
the resolution states ; but coupled with the as-
surance that the Government do purpose deal-
ing with the question at the earliest possible
mement,

Tur PreEmier (Hon, Siv J. Forvest): Oh,
no.

Me. SIMPSON: I think the hon, the
Attorney-General said the Government were
full of work at present, and that they wonld
attend to this mabter as soon as possible,

Tuz Peemier (Hon. Siv J. Forrest: The
Government did not say so. You want to
climb down.

Mr. SIMPSON: I do not want to climb
down; but I am always very careful on these
nutters. So far as I gather from the debate,
I do not think there is any great difference of
opinion on the main principle of a re-dis-
tribution of seats. I think the House
recoguises that additional representation of
the goldfields is necessary. For my own part
I wonld soonmer see increased representation
follow immediately after the amendment of
the Electoral Act, as it is the natural corollary
of that legislation. With regard to what fell
from the hon. member for Moore, the now
recrnit of the Government, T entirely agree
with him, nnd Thope [ shall never commit
the error, and I hope the feeling will never
rule in this Honse, of endeavoring to set one
industry against another. Our resources are
wutually dependent upon each other’s
development. I have never heard disparaging
remarks made sboui the pioneer setilers of
eolony, but I am not aware that they suffered
more hardships than the pioneers of any other
colony. I hope these industries will all work
torether, and I suppose it is & happy incident
for the farming and pastoral communities
that markets are being established in the
centres; and I hope also that the day will
come when the Government will convey
produce to the market at the bare cost without
muking any profit. The Attorney-General
was indiscreet in saying he was not prepared
to give pick and shovel men a vote.
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THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt): I
did not say sn.

Mer. Maruion : He snid ropresentation.

Mg, SIMPSON : The agriculturist werks
with a pick and shovel, and therefore the
argument is not a good one in connection with
this great question. The Attorney-General has
told us thot the Government recognise the
necessity for a re-distribution of seats. He has
also told us that they were busy with their
coats off, and thot ns soon aa they are able to
coutrol the arrears of work, they will im-
medintely consider the question.

THE ATTORNEYT-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt): I
ask to be allowed to explain Sir, that T said we
were busy with our coats off, as it were, on
behalf of the mining population.

Mr. SIMPSON: I still gather that it is the
intention of the Government to adopt this
pince of legislation. I congratulate them 1tpon
it, and when it comes to a re-distribution of
seats and an equitable allotment of repre senla-
tion in this House, I am snre the Government
will have the nsaistuncr of the Opposition in
helping to make a Inw that will give equal
representation of the wenlth and resources of
the country, and of its voried interests.

Mi. ILLINGWORTH, in reply, said:—I
desire to thanl hon. members on both sides of
the Houae for the very kindly expressions of
opinicn that have been given on the principle
for which I am contending,. I make no
apology for my mode of nttack, So long ny I
abide by the legal forms of the House, T ghall
not ask hon. members what devolves upon
me as nrepresentative of a constituency, and
T have yet to learn whether any hon. member
has been appointed to educate other hon.
members as to the duties they are to perform.
Now I shall make no reference to the personal
romarks of the Hon. the Premier, except to
suggest that in a litfle excitement he suid
things he did not intend to say. The posi-
tion, T takeit, is that so far as expericnce
teaches, the Government, who control the
affaira of this country, will not give that
attention to important questions which are
before the country, that they need, until some
wotion igpropused that arresta their atten-
tion. It was very convenient indeed for

the DMinistry to take up the position
they have on this motion. If they were
prepared to nccept it and treat it as

a vote of want of confidence, they shounld
have followad the usual Parliamentary prae-
tice by immediately adjourning the House
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when notice of the motion was given. That
snch was the practice, was admitted by the
hon. the Premier when, on a previous occasion,
a similar motion to this was discassed.

‘I'he Peremer (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Notice
in that case was given for a week hence and
not for a day.

Mep. ILLINGWORTH : I did not make the
mistake that was then made, but gave notice for
discussion the following day. The Opposition
did not happen to have a leader at the time,
80 every man had avight to do that which was
right in his own opinion. T want to make
oue remark in vreference fo motives.
I have not the slightest doubt but that the
hon. gentlemen who occapy the Ministerial
benches are nbout the ablest people I have
heard of at reading the inner r.inds of hon.
members, ‘The hon. the Premier said he knew
I had proposed the motion for the express
purpose of pleasing some of my constitu-
ents. I do not know whether it will please
them or not. When the day comes that I
have to speak or vote, hecause it is necessary
to please my constituents, I shall resign and
go out of the Honse. I understand too much
ahout what is necessary for the independence
of politics, to lend myself to such a low action
as that. Hon. members are here to do their
duty, and the man who is afraid to express
his opinion, and is nanwilling to give his vote
on any question, because of the effect it would
bave in his constituency, is not worthy of a
seat in this House. Now, I had a distinet
renson for proposing this motion in this form,
and T am happy to say I have achieved my
object.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : What
181t ?

Mpr. ILLINGWORTH : I am not going to
disclose my diplomacy, and I shall always act,
conscientiously believing that what I am doing
is right.

Tue Premier (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) : Why
not. tell us about it. :

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : 1t is not desirable
to do so. The Government will not tell the
House when they will proceed with this ques-
tion. I know they will when they are forced
to do so by the House. I do not want the
question to be dealt with this session, and it
was because of that, that I put the motion in
its present form, Thereis one statement I do
want to make before this debate closes, and it
is one I desire the Premier to make a note of,
The mining community of this colony have
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never made one single word of complaint
ngainst the Government, or one single allegn-
tion of either lack of integrity, of duty, or of
not doing anything requisite for the proper
development of the goldficlde of the colony.
The mining districts bave not complained of
the munner in which the Government has
carried on this work of development. Wefully
recogmise the manner in which the work haa
been done, and every district is grateful for
the work the Government is doing, bot is it
a reason, becanse a railway is to be built to
Cue or Coolgardie, heenuse we are grateful,
hecause the Government have done their work
thorenghly, that the peaple for whom this is
heing done should go without votes ¥ Pergonally
I give the Govermment great credit, and IThave
to suy that whepever 1 have had occasion to
wait upon nny Minister with any request, I
have been met with the utmost realiness
and a desire to carry out anything thut
wag abt all in reason, but is that a
reason why the people in my electorate should
not obtain their votes, or have adequate repre-
sentation in this House? It is this kind of
thing that distwrbs my equanimity and makes
me say things [ do not want to sny. Becanse
we have got a railway, or are going to have
one, you say we ought not to have a vote.
Because we have got what cught to have heen
given to us, and what we had & right to get,
and for which we are grateful, is that any
reason why we should be deprived of any voice
in the spending of the large sums of money to
which we contribute, and which are under the
control of the Government. There are 20,000
men on the goldfields, with three representa.
tives, while another district has nine repre-
sentatives for two, three, or four thousand. Is
there anything unreasonable that we should
ask the power to take our place as citizens of
this country, and we should have proper
representation and control the expenditure of
the money which is provided by ocurselves?
Ie there sny reason why, becanse the people
on the goldfields have been given one
thing, that they should not ask for more?
Every day we have some district or
other seeking for more than they had
before. Everyone is secking for new steps
in the development of other portions of
the colony not connected with the goldfields,
and no one complaine when they nre snccess-
ful. However, as soon the mining industry
askas for something there is homediate comn-
plaint from those who represent other indus-
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tries. T desive to say, Sir, that the hon. mem-
ber for Moore was very unfair in his remnarks.
T donot say he was intentionally unfair, for
that I know he would not be, but he was,
nevertheless, unfaiv in his vemarks when he
declared that the representatives of wining
constituencies were disposed to oppose uny-
thing being done for the advancement of that
particnlar industry with which he was identi-
fied. The members for mining constituencies
have given their support to the development
of not only that particular industry but of
every other indusiry as well. The Atforney-

General has given us a picture of the Ministry:

with, metaphorically speaking, their sleeves
turned wup, hard at weck, tuwrning out
Bills for this House of such an im-
portant character and to soch an extent
that they have not had time to deal with this
question. Now, Sir, T wonder whether the

Bill we hod before this House last night is

one of those important meisares.

Tug ArrorNEY-GeENERAL (Hon. S. Hurt):
Yes, its object is to further the agrieultural
interests.

Mg, ILLINGWORI'H: Then it is with that
kind of a Bill that the Government haa been
so fearfully busy? Ia it not true that
this Homse has been repentedly adjourned
because there was not sufficient work for it to
do.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hen. 8.
Burt): T desire to explain what I did say.
T used the term working iu our sleeves when
I enumerated a list of things we had done for
the mining industry, and things we were
doing when this resolution was brought down
upon ns. [ did not say we were busy at this
precise moment, but, so far as [ am concerned,
I have been busy all the year ronnd.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Ido not desire to
do an injustice to the Attoruey-General orany-
one else.  To-night we have the answer of the
Government, on whatT wasthe first to urge upon
the attention of the Government, the inconsis-
tenciesof representation. During the addressin
reply I put before the Hounse cerfuin fignres.
I gave the Government sufficient time to make
anquiries so that they could be in a position to
answer my question. I asked that question
and the Government said they did not pro-
pose to deal with the question “ at present.”
Some members seem to think that ¥ at present”
meunt that the Government did propose to
deal with the gnestion at some future date. I

understood it to mean that they would deal | population.
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with the question when they were compelled
to.

I'he PrEMaER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest): Why
do you think it means that.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : T have surely avight
to rend the answer in my own way, [ amnnow
plersed with the promises that have been
given us on this gnestion by the bon. the
Premicr, us well a8 the hon. the Attoruey-
General, 'l'he position in which the ques-
tion stands in to-night, ofter this debate,
is an nntively different one to that in which it
stood before. The position now is that we
have adeelaration from all sides of the House
that the principle T have behind this reso-
lution is to be brought inte cffect some time.
In saying this I have to admit that the form
of the resolution is really onc of want of confi-
dence, but when the ffovernment refused to
recognise two distinet votes of want of confi-
dence, T had no rvight to suppose that mine
wounld be accepted in any way different from
those, [fail to sec why, when the Premier
refnsed to accept o motion of want of
confidence as snch, the other evening, he
should consider mine in any different light.

Twr PrREM1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : You
said thnt yonm neant it as a no-confidence
motion.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Yes, 5o [ did on the
Education Question. We got what we wanted
then, and [ have got what T wanted now. 1
i perfectly satisfied with the debate oy far
as it hae gone, and I thank hon. members of
this House for the expressions of opinion they
hnve given, I am satisfied that the dehate
will be satisfactory to the people who ave resi-
dents in the goldfields’ districts, and who will
be glad to find that s0 many members of this
House will at some time or other be prepared
to give thew fuive representation. T want to
remove any false impression there may he on
ope poink. I have never pleaded thut the
hasis of representation should Le population,
but I do think that a large industry snch as
that of winiug should be more adeguately
represented. If Ihad pleaded for vepresent-
ation on the hasis of population I would have
been nsking for an assembly of over 130 mem-
bers. The figures T have guoted will show
this, I do not usk for this. 1 ask for nothing
more than faiv nnd equitable represent-
ation, not only for the goldfields, but
for other parts of the country where
there is uny striking change in the wmaas of
I think it is & wrong and an
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injustice that numbers of the people shonld be -

unable to go on the roll of electors, and unable
to express an opinion as to the disposal of the
revenus of the colony, to which theyare large
contributers. I hope this will be largely altered
in the remedial measure which is to be intro-
duced. I shall be ready to denl with this
question when it comes up the proper way.
As to any members supposing that I hoped to

carry a want of confidence motion, et me say

that I never thought of such a thing. I could
not conceive such a possibility even in my
wildest dreams. 1 could not believe that the
Forrest Ministry could be shifted even with
dynamite. An honorable gentleman said to
me to-day that the ministry is * a ministry of
any price. ” I do not say it, hut hesaid it,
and he is a man of influence. He is a West
Australinn as well, and ant one of your horrid
“’tother siders,” [ do ask the House that
when this question of the redistribution of
seats does come up, thoy will give the subject
every counsideration such an imporfunt matter
demnands I would again thank hon. memhers
on both sides of the Hense for the manner in
which my resolution was received.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL: This debate has been
very much prelonged, but I should not like it
to close without saying aword or two with
regard to the hon, member who has just sat
down, and who has occupied the floor of this
Honse for a considerable time to-night. [f
the hon. membor for Nannine has the courage
of his opinions he will eall for n division. T
think he has only brought this question
forward for effect. If he is homest in the
position he has taken up he will call for a
division, and if he does not, I will, even if I
have to vote with him. lhere is too mnch of
this sort of work going on.
bring metions before the House, and after
declaving that they are able to see from the
indicatiops given that members are in
symprthy with the principles advocated, they
gradnally slide out, and declare they have
guined their point without the feeling of the
House un the subject being tested at all. As
I said before T am oppesed to him in this, but
if he does not call for a division T will.

Question pul, nnd division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes ... - ... B
Noes ... . w2

Majority against . 16

Hon. members *

. Fertilisers Bill.

Nogs.
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cookworthy
Mr. A. Forrest
Sir John Forrest
Mr, Harper
My, Hassell
My, Lefrey
BMr, Loton
Mr. Marmion
Mr. Moss
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse |
Mr. Randell
Mr. Richardson
Me. H. W. Sholl
Me. R. F. Sholl
Me. Solomon
Mr. ‘Throssell
Mr. Traylen
Mr. Veun
Mr. Wood -
Mr. Clarkson (Teller).

AYES.
Mr. George
Mr. James
Mr. Leake
Mr, Movon
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Mingworth {7uller).

Motion negatived.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.
A messnge was roceived from the Legislas.

" ive Council reporting having agreed to the

Justices Appointment Bill with certain amend-
menta, the concurrence of the House in which
was dosired. The Attorney-General moved
that the consideration of the messaze be mnde
an order of the day for the next sitting of
the House. Motion agreed to.

MINES REGULATION BILL.

A message was raceived from tho Legisla-
tive Council informing the House of its having
appointed o Committee of five members to
cnquire into the Mines Regulation Bill, with
power to c¢nll for persons and papers, and to
report on 28th Auguest, and requesting that
the Legislative Assembly would elect a
similar numbar of wembers of their House 10
act az a joint Commmttee with the repre-
sentatives of the Legislative Council,

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved that
the consideration of the inessage be made
an order of the day for the next sitting of the
House,

Motion agreed to.

FLRTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFF3
BILL,

IN COMMITTEE.

Consgideration in Committee resumed on the
proposal of the Commissioner of Crown Lands
(Hon. A, R. Richardson} to amend sub-section
of Clause 11, " interpretation,” by substituting
the words  citric acid ”’ in lieu of water. The
Commissioner of Crown Lands stated that he
had made further enguiry into this mntter,
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He has previously been afraid that testing of
manure by water alone would act unfairly to-
wards the manafacturer and importer, but he
has since ascertained that this would not be
the case, No alteration would, therefore, be
necessary.

The clause, as printed, was agreed to.

Clause 15, “ commeneement.” Question of
commencement of the Act be lst January,
1896.

Put and passed.

Bill reported.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESH-
MENT ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

BECOND READING.

Debate on the motion for second reading
resumed.

Mz. RANDELL: Sir, when I moved the
adjonrnment of the debate I had, as my
reason, a doubt as to whether Clause 6
wonld be gnfficient, but I have since found
that it i to be read in comjunction with
the Wines, Beer, and Spirits Sale Act, and the
act provides for the notice spoken of in the
Clause, I now see uo reason for saying any-
thing further on the second reading., I may
hove something to say when the Bill is in
committee, but it will only be on matters of
detail. I may say that I have conferred with
the hon. the Attorney-General, who has showed
me that the notice to be given according to
section 6, and the schedule of the Bill are in ae-
cordance with section 16 of the Wine, Beer and
Spirita Sales Act.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH: I do pot intend to
take upthe time of the House in discussing the
second reading of this Bill, but I think itismy
duty to intimate to the Attorney-General that
when Clause 7 is before the Committes, T
shall desire an alteration to be made. I think
the provision which grants the right fer
liquors to be sold @uring mere rehearsals is
a grave mistake, and one that will,
if agreed to, create n great deal of trouble.
I trust the Hon. the Attorney-General will see
that it is hardly necessary Lo provide liguor at
such a time. There are plenty of hotels in the

locality, without having a law which will be ;

open to grave abuse, As the cluuse reads at
present, it would be only necessary to geot up
a rehearsal in order that drink conld be sup-
plied all night.

Me, PIESSE: I think there is 2 good deal |
in what the hon, member for Nannine has said -
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with reference to this question. If we give
this power during rehearsals, we might as well
make the license & permanent ome. 1 wonld
aleo like to be informed on another point.
‘Wo have in this colony seversl refreshment
rooms on yprivate lines of railway, and I
would like to know how they will be
nffected. The term * commissioner ”* evidently
means the Cominissioner of the Government
Railways, and the question is whether be is to
control the refreshment rooms on private lines

. and over which he has no control. It appears

to me that some apecial provision is necessary
to deal with private lines.
* Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hom. b.
Burt) : The last point mentioned by the hon,
member for the Williams is one to which I
will give my attention,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second fime.

ARBITRATION BiILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
The Bill, as amended by the Select Com-
miftee, was considered in committee, and
agroed to without further amendment.
Bill reported, with the Select Committee’s
amendments.
Report adopted.

PARTNERSHIY BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill, as amended by the Select Com-
mittee, was considered.

Clauses 1 to 9 inclusive:

Put and passed:

Clauge 10—What is a firm:

Mg, WOOD theught that persons trading
ao firms should be registered in this colony.
Such & provision would do a great deal of
good, and was well worth consideration. At
the present time everything went all right until
there waa trouble, and then the man of sab-
stance got out, and the creditors were left to
to look after the man who had nothing.

Mz. JAMES pointed out that the sugges-
tion would be one to be dealt with in a sepa-
rate Bill. The registration of firms could not
be provided for in a single section. There
wonld have to be about 40 clanses in snch a
Bill.

Tha clause, as printed, was agreed to, and
the remainder of the Bill, as amended by the
Belect Committee, was agreed to without
amendment,
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Bill reported, and report adopted, on the
motion of Mr. Jamea. :

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill, as amended by the Select Com-
mlttee, was considered.

Clause 1:

Agreed to.

Clanse 2—In certuin cases the accused,
ete., to be both competent and compellahle
witness.

Mg, S0LOMON would like to see the word
" compellable” taken out of theclause agaffect-
ing & wife. It was a serious matter to compel
a wifs to giv> evidence against her hovaband,
and might injuriously affect many women of
delicate constitntions.

Me. JAMES pointed out that the object of
the Bill was as much to the interest of accused
persons as otherwise. If a man was innocent
it would be to his ndvantage to be able to call
his wife, and if he was guilty the evidence of
the wife might be material, and this was what
the Crown wanted to be able to got. In some
caBes a man himself could be called, and there
was, therefore, no reason why his wife should
not be called as well.

Clause agreed to.

The remainder of the Bill was agreed to
without further amendmenta.

Bill veported with the Select Committee’s
amendmenta.

Report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Hoase adjourned at 10.20 o’clock p.m.

[COTNCIL.)

Univergity College. -

Legislatibe Eouncl,
Thursdaey, Bth Augnsi, 1896.

Fremantle jeity; appliances at—Joint Commitiee;
Extension of powers of —University Colleye; Es-
tablishment of—Legistative Council ; accommo-
dation at—Puertucrship Bl - first rveading—
Arbitration il : first reading—Criminal Law
Bvidence Bill : first reading— Federal Cowacil ;
Meeting of—Licensed Surveyors [l :  third
reading—Marvied Women's Property Mill;
thivd reading—Loan Aet, 1891, Re-appropriation
Bill; third  reading — Municipal Hidl: in
committee—. I ines Regulation Ml [ essaye
Srom Leyislative Assembly—Adjourinent.

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir J. Shenton)
took the chair at4.30 o’clock, p.m,

FYREMANTLE JETTY—APPLIANC, S AT,

Tre Hon. A. B, KIDSON asked the Minister
of Mines, whether it is the intention of the
Government, in order to cope with the landing
of the large gquantity of heavy mining
machinery now arriving and about to arrive at
the port, to, as soon ﬂa'possible, provide, at
the Fremantle jetty, a steam crane capable of
lifting adead weight of 12 tons at leas*.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) replied : The cranein use is capa-
ble of lifting 10 tons. In the event of any
heavier weight having te be raised one of the
other Government cranes could bhe utilised
which can lift 30 tons.

JOINT COMMITTEE—EXTENSION OF
POWERS OF.

Tue How. F. M. STONE, without notice,
moved that the Joint Committee on the Mines
Regulation Bill have power to sit during any
adjournment of the Honse.

Question put and passed.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE—ESTABLISE-
MENT OF,

TueHor.H. MoK ERNANasked the Minister
of Mines, whether the Government intended
to place & sum of meney on the Estimates this
session with the view of starting » University
College for Weatern Australia.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) replied : It is not the intention of
the Government t¢ wake provision for s Uni-
versity College just now, but a samall sum will



